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April 1

“Since they would not accept my advice 

and spurned my rebuke. . . .” -- 1:30.


It was time to sell again.  We had our house up for sale, and within days a buyer appeared.  He seemed to be serious, so my wife and I listened to his offer, which we thought had potential.  Before we agreed to anything, however, we called a friend who had years of experience in the financial world.


As we explained the offer to him, he began to point out its weaknesses and pitfalls.  Everything in us wanted to accept the offer in hopes of it all working out, but we listened to his advice and made some adjustments to the buyer’s proposal.  In a matter of days the deal disintegrated; since we had listened to our friend’s advice, we had protected ourselves from a bad deal.


You never get too old or smart to seek and listen to advice.  Your perspective is often limited and input from others can add to and complement yours.  Not having advice and counsel from others may mean that you have an incomplete picture of reality.  


It’s a new month and time to begin study on a new topic.  Having finished Nehemiah last month, let’s take a few days to study another hero of the faith by the name of Esther.  Esther began her “career” as queen by listening to advice.  


King Xerxes had a wife named Vashti who refused to appear at a royal banquet.  Consequently, the king banished her and began the selection process for a new queen.  Esther had been raised by her cousin Mordecai “because she had neither father nor mother” (Esther 2:7).  Having won the favor of the king’s harem superintendent, Esther was among the finalists for the queen.


She won out over all the other finalists because she listened to advice.  “Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background because Mordecai had forbidden her to do so” (verse 10) and “Esther had kept secret her family background and nationality just as Mordecai had told her to do, for she continued to follow Mordecai’s instructions as she had done when he was bringing her up” (verse 20).


According to the warning in today’s verse, Esther didn’t reject the advice given her.  She sought and listened to Mordecai’s perspective, realizing that his counsel was needed if she was going to be successful.  Esther could have seen her promotion to the palace as a sign that her relationship with Mordecai had changed now that she was the “queen-in-waiting.”  Instead, she listened to him and eventually was chosen from among all the maidens to be queen.  Mordecai’s advice helped her greatly.


Do you have a Mordecai in your life?  Have you made mistakes that could have been avoided if you had taken your time and sought some counsel?  Do you feel you have “arrived” in some area of your life, thus allowing (or pressuring) you to act independently of others?  


The book of Proverbs repeatedly recommends a “multitude of counselors,” promising victory for those who pursue their advice.  Whether you are a pastor, parent, professional, or prayer warrior, you need others to speak into your life, just as Esther did.  Don’t let a false sense of pride or importance keep you from accepting even a stern rebuke.  


Take steps today to give others access to your life and decisions.  Don’t let them run your life, but don’t be so independent that you make or repeat foolish blunders.  By doing so, perhaps you’ll also be promoted to “queen” of the palace because you listened to the advice of someone more knowledgeable in palace affairs.

April 2

“Discretion will protect you, 

and understanding will guard you.” -- 2:11.


My heart felt as if it had jumped right up my throat as I found a letter from the IRS buried in the day’s mail.  With sweaty palms and pounding heart, I opened the letter only to have my worst fears confirmed:  An agent was coming to audit a small ministry for which I was executive director.


My first step was to gather the records he would need to review.  My next step, however, was to seek the advice of a certified public accountant who had years of experience dealing with audits and field agents from the IRS.  I asked every question I could think of and then let him tell me things I hadn’t thought of or known to ask.  When the agent arrived, I was confident (and nervous).  The audit ended with some recommendations but with a clean bill of health for the ministry.


Esther went through an audit of sorts, for she was to be examined by the king himself.  Fortunately, Esther didn’t just seek the advice of her cousin who had raised her:  “When the turn came for Esther (the girl Mordecai had adopted, the daughter of his uncle Abihail) to go to the king, she asked for nothing other than what Hegai, the king’s eunuch who was in charge of the harem, suggested.  And Esther won the favor of everyone who saw her.  She was taken to King Xerxes in the royal residence” (Esther 2:15-16).


Esther was one smart girl.  Having no experience with kings, harems, and auditions for the throne, she found the one who had the knowledge and did what he told her to do.  She found the principle in today’s verse to be true -- discretion guarded and protected her.  The result was her promotion to the royal palace.


  The New Testament speaks to this same principle.  The writer of Hebrews taught, “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority (Hebrews 13:17).  Peter wrote, “Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older.  All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble’” (1 Peter 5:5).  Paul added his wisdom when he wrote, “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ” (Ephesians 5:21).


Submission is not a blind act of following someone else no matter how you feel.  Rather it’s an attitude that’s characterized by a “teachable spirit.”  Submission frees you from having to be and know all, and opens you to the abundance of wisdom that resides in others.  


If you can’t submit or hear from others, you’re proud.  If you hear only from the Spirit and not from others, you’re proud, too.  Many say, “The Lord told me,” and God does indeed speak to His people.  But to hear only from God is risky, for you can open yourself to deception if you aren’t careful.  God will speak not only through the Spirit but through the person next to you who knows more than you.  


Pride makes you think you have to know it all and doesn’t allow you to let someone else see or speak into your own weakness or ignorance.  Real wisdom and maturity, however, mean finding the “older” more experienced person and submitting to his or her advice and counsel.  Abandon any tendency you have to act as if you know it all, and begin today to find and submit to those who are able to impart the words and ways of life to you.  Then discretion and understanding will guard your way, just as they did for Esther.
April 3

“Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.” -- 3:3.


I have a spiritual father.  When I was a young believer, he took me under his wing and raised me in the Lord.  He promoted, rebuked, encouraged, cared for, and advised me.  I owe him a great deal, and I always want to honor him because of how God has continued to use him in my life.  


Today’s verse urges the reader to make love and faithfulness a part of life, not just for a season, but for all times.  I want to do that, being careful not to use people, or get so “mature” or insecure that I can’t honor those whom God has used to train me.  I don’t want to see people for what they can do for me; rather I want to give of myself the way others have given themselves to and for me.


The book of Esther could easily be called the book of Mordecai, for Esther’s cousin figures prominently in the story.  It seems as if Mordecai always had Esther’s best interests at heart.  In fact, he always had someone else’s welfare at the top of his list.  For instance: 

During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, became angry and conspired to assassinate King Xerxes.  But Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther, who in turn reported it to the king, giving credit to Mordecai.  And when the report was investigated and found to be true, the two officials were hanged on a gallows.  All this was recorded in the book of the annals in the presence of the king (Esther 2:21-23).


Mordecai was a faithful man who heard about a plot against an innocent person.  Rather than mind his own business, he got involved because he was motivated by love.  He wasn’t looking for personal gain, for he told Esther (who was under no obligation to reveal her source for the information) and not the king or his advisers.     


Paul wrote about love and faithfulness to the Philippian church:

If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others (Philippians 2:1-4).


Mordecai wasn’t positioning himself to be king or court adviser to the queen; he was just a good man looking after the interest of others.  How about you? Do you invest your time, money, and care in others?  Are you like Mordecai, sitting at the gate, listening carefully to what’s going on so that you can assist someone in need?  Do people ask you for help, and are you motivated by love so that you can see a need and fill it before anyone has to mention it?  


Be like Mordecai and try not to operate from selfish ambition or conceit.  Let the love of others be all the motivation you need to do good.  And then when you do it, “Do not announce it with trumpets” (Matthew 6:2).  If you pursue love and faithfulness, “then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you” (Matthew 6:4).  Do something nice for someone today and do it in secret, trusting the Lord to reward you when He’s ready to do so.
April 4

“For they cannot sleep till they do evil; they are robbed of slumber till they make someone fall.” -- 4:16.


The Bible is a book of contrasts.  Light and darkness, good and evil,  and obedience and disobedience are often placed side by side so that the fruit of each is clearly distinguished.  Cain and Abel, Saul and David, and Joseph and his brothers are a few of those contrasting pairs who lived at the same time not whose lives had different outcomes.


In the book of Esther, the contrast is between Mordecai and Haman.  Yesterday you saw how Mordecai functioned with love and faithfulness.  Haman, on the other hand, was a conniving, wicked man, who saw power as something to be amassed for personal gain.  

After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles.  All the royal officials at the king’s gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning him (Esther 3:1-2).  


Mordecai was a good Jew, however, and would not bow down to any man.  This infuriated Haman and we’re told that “having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai.  Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes” (verse 6).


Haman conceived an elaborate plan and got the king’s permission to carry out his vendetta.  True to today’s verse, he couldn’t sleep until he had carried out his evil.  Haman, having been promoted by another, now decided to further his honor through his own ambition and efforts.  Having been given the honor, he acted as if it were a birthright or something he exclusively had earned.  


Jesus told his disciples, “Freely you have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8).  Paul cautioned the Corinthians against pride by asking, “For who makes you different from anyone else?  What do you have that you did not receive?  And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?” (1 Corinthians 4:7).  Haman didn’t see his promotion as a gift, but as a platform to wipe out his enemies.


Paul told the Corinthians that he had authority given to him by God, but that authority was given to build them up and not tear them down.  He further taught that the Lord “gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up” (Ephesians 4:11-12).


You also need a ministry philosophy so that you’ll know how to act as the Lord promotes and uses you.  You can choose between the philosophy of Haman (one of personal promotion and gain) or the one of Mordecai (one of counsel and service given on behalf of others).  Obviously, Mordecai’s was the godly philosophy, for it was based in unselfish love that freely gives.


Don’t spend your time planning your next promotion or how you’ll get even with someone who doesn’t acknowledge what God is doing in your life.  Rather be about the work of the ministry to reconcile the world to God.  By so doing, you’ll provide a stark contrast to the world system that promotes self only for selfish gain.  

April 5

“. . .that you may maintain discretion 

and your lips may preserve knowledge.” -- 5:2.


Haman enlisted the support of King Xerxes to carry out his plot against the Jews.  By convincing the king that the Jews were undermining his kingdom, Haman persuaded Xerxes to issue an order to annihilate the Jews.  Without realizing it, the King had signed his queen’s death notice, for Esther was a Jew.


When Mordecai heard of the edict, he went to work.  Today’s verse states that the wise will maintain discretion and have wisdom on their lips.  Seemingly never at a loss for what to do, Mordecai “tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly” (Esther 4:1).  Not understanding all that was going on, Esther sent her servant to console Mordecai.


But there was no consoling this servant of God:

Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him, including the exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews.  He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for their annihilation, which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and explain it to her, and he told him to urge her to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people (verses 7-8).


This was tough counsel for Esther, because she risked her life by going to the king unannounced.  When she responded to Mordecai, informing him of the risks involved, Mordecai’s lips “preserved knowledge” with a classic and memorable response:  

Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape.  For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish.  And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this? (verses 13-14).


Mordecai was a man for the times, understanding what needed to be done.  He knew that the favor of God upon Esther was for a particular purpose in the overall plan of God.  She was in the right place at the right time and Mordecai was there to encourage her to be all that she was to be.


In a sense, Paul wanted all believers to be like Mordecai, so he wrote,

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him (Colossians 3:16-17).


Wouldn’t you like to be like Mordecai, making a difference in your generation?  Do you want people to seek you out, because you know what to do and when to do it?  Is it your desire to understand what the Lord is doing and how you and others fit into that picture?  Then today ask the Lord for wisdom and the ability to speak it to others.  


Ask Him to help you encourage someone in their call today and to show them how they are strategically placed by God for His purposes.  Seek discretion and knowledge so that, as one of God’s people, you can be a light to the world, showing those without hope the hope that is in Christ.

April 6

“Therefore disaster will overtake him in an instant; 

he will suddenly be destroyed -- without remedy.” -- 6:15.


Haman was a proud, conceited rascal.  The word of God reports, “Calling together his friends and Zeresh, his wife, Haman boasted to them about his vast wealth, his many sons, and all the ways the king had honored him and how he had elevated him above the other nobles and officials” (Esther 5:10-11).  He also boasted of his invitation to dine with the queen, not knowing that it would be his last dinner on earth.


Yet Haman wasn’t satisfied with all this honor and position because Mordecai would still not bow down before him.  So his wife and friends gave him some advice:  “Have a gallows built, seventy-five feet high, and ask the king in the morning to have Mordecai hanged on it.... This suggestion delighted Haman, and he had the gallows built” (verse 14).


Today’s verse warns that what you plan will come back on you.  If you plan good, then you’ll find good.  If you plan evil, then it will certainly come upon you.  Haman and his wife had no idea that they were building the platform where they themselves would hang, because they had no concept of the spiritual principles involved.  


David wrote, 

Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of those who do wrong; for like the grass they will soon wither, like green plants they will soon die away....Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; do not fret when men succeed in their ways, when they carry out their wicked schemes.  Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; do not fret -- it leads only to evil.  For evil men will be cut off, but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land.  A little while, and the wicked will be no more; though you look for them, they will not be found.  But the meek will inherit the land and enjoy great peace (Psalm 37:1-2, 7-11).


Haman was a wicked man plotting evil schemes, and it seemed as if he was prospering.  Instead, he perished on the very instrument he had built to carry out his plans.  Praise the Lord for His sovereign works.  There is none who can outmaneuver or escape His justice!  It may seem that someone is “getting away” with something, but it’s only the mercy of God extended to them so that they will repent.  But His patience is not endless, and one day payday will come.


That’s why Jesus instructed His followers to behave so radically:

“But I tell you, do not resist an evil person.  If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.  And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.  If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. . . .Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.  He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  If you love those who love you, what reward will you get?” (Matthew 5:39-41, 44-46).


Without confidence that God will set all things right, those instructions may seem to make believers the doormat for all.  But understanding that the wicked are given every chance to repent before their destruction, frees the believer to do the will of God in every situation and to trust Him for the outcome.  The lesson in Esther is that the good do win in the end.  The challenge for you and me is to act on that truth regardless of whether or not we can see it happening in our lives. 

April 7

“I saw among the simple, I noticed among the young men, 

a youth who lacked judgment.” -- 7:7.


Someone once said, “It’s a shame that something like youth is wasted on the young.”  Another saying states that we are “too soon old, too late smart.”  Like me, you probably have some memories from your youth that are painful, brought about by some dumb decision you made due to a lack of experience and knowledge.


Today’s verse is an observation made by the writer as he is looking out his window at the affairs of life passing by.  He noticed a youth who “lacked judgment.”  Many people today, not only youth, seem to lack judgment.  But the Holy Spirit has come to “lead and guide you into all truth” so that, whether young or old, you’ll have the discernment you need to do the right thing at the right time.


There’s a story in the book of Samuel about a man of God named Eli.   Although not a youth, he lacked sense.  Eli was a priest of God in Shiloh along with his two worthless sons, Hophni and Phineas.  One day Eli watched a woman whose name was Hannah.  Because she had no children, she would go to Shiloh with her husband every year to weep before the Lord.  The Bible tells us:

In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the Lord.  And she made a vow, saying, “O Lord Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life and no razor will every be used on his head.”  As she kept on praying to the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard.  Eli thought she was drunk, and said to her, ‘How long will you keep on getting drunk?  Get rid of your wine’” (1 Samuel 1:10-14).


Hannah responded that she was not drunk, but was “pouring out my soul to the Lord” (1 Samuel 1:15).


Eli didn’t discern what was going on around him -- like the youth mentioned in today’s verse -- because he judged according to what his eyes saw.  He must have been embarrassed to have been so wrong about such a delicate and personal matter.  As the man in charge of spiritual matters for the nation, he seriously misread this woman’s spiritual condition.


Contrast this with the ministry of Jesus as described by Isaiah:  “He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears” (Isaiah 11:3).  Jesus didn’t fall into the trap of judging only by what He saw, but rather relied on the Holy Spirit to impart the reality of the situation (and of someone’s heart) to Him.


Paul prayed for the Philippians and asked:  

This is my prayer:  that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that come through Jesus Christ -- to the glory and praise of God (Philippians 1:9-11).


Do you want to discern “what is best” and be “pure and blameless”?  Then determine to stop judging only by what your eyes and ears tell you.  Pray that “your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight.”  Determine not to be like Eli, who completely misread someone who came to the house of God.  


When people encounter you, let them know that they’ve met more than just another person.  Let them be aware that through you, they’ve had an encounter with a living and loving God who discerns not to judge,  but to heal, minister, and encourage.

April 8

“To the discerning all of them are right; 

they are faultless to those who have knowledge.” -- 8:9.


The stage was set for a dramatic impartation by Samuel, the prophet of God.  The Lord had rejected Saul as king, and had given Samuel his marching orders:  “Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king” (1 Samuel 16:1).  


The Lord was no more specific than that; so Samuel went off to Bethlehem and assembled Jesse’s household.  The rest is a lesson in walking in the discernment that only the Spirit can provide:

When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before the Lord.”  But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him.  The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.  Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:6-7).


Today’s verse states that the discerning know what’s going on.  While Samuel started to trust in his own wisdom and judgment, the Spirit of God had the perfect insight that he needed.  Samuel started to focus on Eliab, the eldest, because he was tall and handsome.  But Israel had suffered through Saul who himself was a good looking man but lacking in leadership skills.  Now the nation needed a king with a heart after God.  That person could be discovered only by a discerning man who knew how to see beyond the external.


It’s never enough to take a word from the Lord and try to work it out in one’s own strength or understanding.  We can’t begin in the power of the Spirit and end in the flesh and expect to be successful.  The Lord doesn’t look at things the way we do,  nor does He have the same list of criteria that we have for any situation.  We must learn to hear and then continue to rely on the discernment He alone can give.


The writer of Hebrews wrote, “But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil” (Hebrews 5:14).  Some discernment will come directly from the Holy Spirit; another part will come from experience, from using your senses to discover what the will of God is.  How often have you done nothing because you feared doing the wrong thing?


Paul wrote, “Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is” (Ephesians 5:17).  You can avoid being foolish by learning to listen to and rely on the Lord’s voice in every situation.  Don’t trust your eyes or your ears.  If you know you have a weakness in judging a situation, whether it’s financial or concerning another person’s gifts or character, then by all means seek advice. 


Pray that you may hear the will of God and then be diligent to walk according to what He shows you.  Be like Samuel and you’ll fulfill today’s verse and discern the things that are right.

April 9

“’Let all who are simple come in here!’ 

she says to those who lack judgment.” --9:4.


He was a homeless person, fleeing a family problem.  Having no place to sleep, he chose a spot in an open field and had to use a rock for a pillow.  During the night he had a dream that changed his life and to some extent the course of history.  No, this isn’t a modern story of a homeless person in a major city.  This is the story of the patriarch Jacob as he left his father’s land to go live with his mother’s brother, Laban.


Jacob makes for an interesting character study.  A mama’s boy all his life, Jacob had cooperated with his mother Rachel to steal his twin (and elder) brother’s birthright.  Having tricked his father into giving him the blessing, Jacob found himself in deep trouble with his brother Esau who said, “The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob” (Genesis 27:41).  Jacob thought it best to leave after he heard that!


As Jacob departed, his father, Isaac, summoned him, blessed him, and gave him some instructions about the future.  On his journey to his uncle’s home, Jacob had an interesting encounter with the Lord:

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran.  When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set.  Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep.  He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.  There above it stood the Lord, and he said, “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac.  I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying....I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land” (Genesis 28:10-13, 15).


When Jacob woke up, he uttered these words:  “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it” (Genesis 28:16).  How profound that statement is for you and me.  It’s easy to be distressed when you don’t get that promotion you hoped for, or the vacation you planned doesn’t work out, or finances take an unexpected turn for the worse.  But, like Jacob, God can suddenly show you that His hand was directing that difficulty; then you too can say, “God was in this and I didn’t recognize that it was Him!”


Jacob was busy stealing a birthright, fleeing to another land, and then trying to get a good night’s sleep.  After his dream, he said, “God is here and I was so preoccupied, I didn’t even know it.”  Is that your testimony as well?  


If so, then ask the Lord to reveal Himself to you and ask Him to show you what He’s doing.  Today verse says that the simple and those lacking judgment have a place to go .  It’s good to know that you can go to the Lord and receive wisdom and insight.  Suddenly that hard rock under your head can become an altar where you can worship the Lord and find new direction and vision.  


Seek the Lord today and perhaps you’ll have new insight into what He’s doing and why.  His revelation can turn an ordinary event into a powerful spiritual experience.


April 10

“Wisdom is found on the lips of the discerning,

but a rod is for the back of him who lacks judgment.” -- 10:13.


I enjoy a good movie every now and then about the old West.  I especially enjoy the ones where the cavalry arrives just as the bad guys are about to overwhelm the good guys.  The sound of the bugler playing “charge” was the sound that those under siege wanted to hear.


The nation of Israel found itself surrounded one day and in need of the cavalry.  While Hezekiah was king, Sennacherib, king of Assyria, attacked Judah and surrounded Jerusalem.  From his superior position, Sennacherib sent his messengers to read an arrogant letter requesting Jerusalem’s surrender.  

The Assyrian messenger read, “Do not let Hezekiah mislead you when he says, ‘The Lord will deliver us.’  Has the god of any nation ever delivered his land from the hand of the king of Assyria?.... Who of all the gods of these countries has been able to save his land from me?  How then can the Lord deliver Jerusalem from my hand?” (Isaiah 36:18, 20).


While the king of Assyria was arrogantly boasting of his impending victory, Hezekiah turned to the Lord.  Today’s verse says that wisdom is on the lips of the discerning, and Judah’s king knew he needed a word not from Sennacherib but from Isaiah.  

When King Hezekiah’s officials came to Isaiah, Isaiah said to them, “Tell your master, ‘This is what the Lord says:  Do not be afraid of what you have heard -- those words with which the underlings of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me.  Listen!  I am going to put a spirit in him so that when he hears a certain report, he will return to his own country, and there I will have him cut down with the sword’” (Isaiah 37:5-7).


While the Assyrians spoke concerning what they saw with their eyes, Isaiah spoke from what he saw in the Spirit.  The temptation often is to speak according to what you see, not according to what you discern in the Lord.  Paul wrote, “It is written:  ‘I believed; therefore I have spoken.’  With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak” (2 Corinthians 4:13).


Those who trust in the Lord should speak from faith, not doubt.  Having trusted in the Lord, you should have wisdom on your lips at all times.  Those that lack sense, like Sennacherib, will receive a rod to correct their pride or unbelief.  Which would you prefer -- to have people seek you out because there’s wisdom on your tongue coming from faith, or a rod for your back because you lack the discernment to understand what the Lord is doing?  I don’t know about you, but I don’t want a rod.  Like Paul, I’ll try to speak out of what I believe and not out of what I see.  


Determine today that you, too, will be like Isaiah, Paul and a host of others who have gone before you and discern what to say out of what you believe and know to be true.

April 11

“A man who lacks judgment derides his neighbor,

but a man of understanding holds his tongue.” -- 11:12.


I was so mad, if I would have spit on the ground, I would have burned a hole in the carpet.  An employee of mine deliberately ignored a directive and it had cost the ministry a significant amount of money.  The whole situation was made worse by the fact that this same thing had happened before.  


I felt so bad that I wanted to share with everyone what had happened, how this person had messed up, and how I had warned him.  I wanted to tell his friends that he had really blown it.  In short, I wanted to run my mouth and expose his mistake.  Today’s verse, however, warns against what I wanted to do.  If you lack judgment, you’ll deride your neighbor, but a man of understanding will keep quiet, even if his neighbor was wrong.


As an example of this verse, consider Jesus who, just prior to His crucifixion, appeared before the priests and elders of His day .  The King of glory stood before the corrupt representatives of God’s government in the earth.  Matthew wrote, 

When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer.  Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?”  But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge--to the great amazement of the governor (Matthew 27:12-14).  


Pilate was amazed that Jesus kept silent.  It’s a human trait to defend when accused or shift the blame when confronted.  Here was a man who had His tongue under control.  Jesus could have retaliated and even exposed the religious officials in their sin and greed.  Yet He showed remarkable restraint, so much so that Rome’s governor took notice because He was different from other men.


James wrote, “If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check” (James 3:2).  Peter wrote,

To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.  “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”  When they hurled insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats (1 Peter 2:21-23).


It’s a sign of wisdom and maturity to hold your tongue when all others are wagging theirs.  Furthermore, it’s a sign of tremendous discipline not to join in with others who have created a “feeding frenzy” of criticism and gossip, even if what they’re saying is true. 


Wouldn’t it be a good idea today not to talk so much, especially about other people?  Can you follow in Jesus’ steps today and not verbally retaliate against those who talk about or against you?  Follow Jesus’ example and keep quiet, even if you have legitimate complaints against someone. Give your mouth a rest and give God room to fight your battles.    

April 12

“A prudent man keeps his knowledge to himself,

but the heart of fools blurts out folly.” -- 12:23.


We should all be glad that Peter was chosen by Jesus to be one of the twelve.  Peter is proof that you don’t have to be perfect to serve the Lord; his life also demonstrates how patient and merciful the Lord is when we display our human weaknesses.


After Jesus announced His impending death to His disciples, Matthew reported, “Peter took  him aside and began to rebuke him.  ‘Never,  Lord!’ he said.  ‘This shall never happen to you’” (Matthew 16:22).  When Peter was asked whether Jesus paid the temple tax, he quickly answered, “Yes!” -- before he knew the answer.  At the Last Supper, Peter declared that he was ready to die with Jesus, only to deny his Lord and Master a few hours later.  


Peter was guilty of what today’s verse warns against.  He was always quick to blurt out what was in his heart, not always checking to see if it was accurate.  Peter would even correct the Lord Himself if he felt he knew better.  Today’s verse states that a prudent man learns to be quiet, even if he’s right.  


James wrote, “The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere” (James 3:17).  The most remarkable of wisdom’s traits  to me is it’s willingness to yield.  Obviously, godly wisdom is correct, yet it is willing to yield because it is so gentle and pure.  Just because you’re right about something doesn’t mean that you’re right in speaking it into every situation.  Sometimes godly wisdom must yield and sometimes the one with the wisdom must be quiet.


As an example of this, look at Paul as he was sailing to Rome for his trial before Caesar,

Much time had been lost, and sailing had already become dangerous because by now it was after the Fast.  So Paul warned them, “Men, I can see that our voyage is going to be disastrous and bring great loss to ship and cargo, and to our own lives also.”  But the centurion, instead of listening to what Paul said, followed the advice of the pilot and of the owner of the ship (Acts 27:9-11).

The result was as Paul had predicted.  The ship was destroyed and the trip was a disaster.  Yet Paul didn’t complain, nor did he (as far as we know) run off and sulk.  Instead he yielded and was instrumental in encouraging the crew and saving their lives.  Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat.

“For the last fourteen days,” he said, “you have been in constant suspense and have gone without food--you haven’t eaten anything.  Now I urge you to take some food.  You need it to survive.  Not one of you will lose a single hair from his head.”  After he said this, he took some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all.  Then he broke it and began to eat.  They were all encouraged and ate some food themselves (Acts 27:33-36).


There was no “I told you so” coming from Paul.  He spoke his word, and then went about his business; he kept quiet after his advice had been rejected for fourteen days.  What discipline!


It isn’t always prudent to speak your mind, so learn not only what to speak but when to speak it.  Realize that just because you have something right to say doesn’t automatically mean that you have the right to say it.  Be prudent and willing to yield, seeking to be a source of blessing and encouragement in situations that could have been avoided if your original advice had been followed.

April 13

“Every prudent man acts out of knowledge, 

but a fool exposes his folly.” -- 13:16.


“Good help is hard to find,” or so the saying goes.  At least Elisha the prophet certainly found that to be true.  He had a servant named Gehazi who ministered to the prophet’s needs.  One day a man from Syria by the name of Naaman came to see Elisha in hopes of having his leprosy cured.  


Elisha didn’t go out to meet Naaman but instead “sent a messenger to say to him, ‘Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed” (2 Kings 5:10).  I suspect that the messenger he sent was Gehazi.


At first, Naaman rejected what he had been told to do.  But when he reconsidered and dipped himself, he was healed.  “Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God.  He stood before him and said, ‘Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel.  Please accept now a gift from your servant’” (2 Kings 5:15).  Elisha declined and Naaman returned to his own country, happy and healed.  


But according to today’s verse, Gehazi went on to expose the folly in his heart.  He ran after Naaman, thinking, “My master was too easy on Naaman, this Aramaean, by not accepting from him what he brought.  As surely as the Lord lives, I will run after him and get something from him” (2 Kings 5:20).  Gehazi did and Naaman was only too delighted to give him clothes and money.


When he returned, Gehazi lied to Elisha about his whereabouts, not understanding the other truth found in today’s verse.  Elisha was a prudent man who already knew where Gehazi had been and what he had done.  The prophet told him, 

“Was not my spirit with you when the man got down from his chariot to meet you?  Is this the time to take money, or to accept clothes, olive groves, vineyards, flocks, herds, or menservants and maidservants?  Naaman’s leprosy will cling to you and to your descendants forever” (2 Kings 5:26-27).


God will create any number of situations specifically designed to reveal whether there is any folly in your heart.  Gehazi’s heart was exposed, even though he had served Elisha for years, perhaps without his greed ever surfacing.  Yet Elisha knew what was going on and didn’t need Gehazi to tell him where he’d been; Elisha knew because he was a prudent man.  You too should have supernatural knowledge that goes beyond what you can see in any given situation.  


Given the choice, I want to be like Elisha rather than Gehazi.  I want the Lord to expose any folly so I can serve Him with distinction, excellence and knowledge.  May the Lord help me and you to always act out of knowledge rather than foolishness.

April 14

“A patient man has great understanding, 

but a quick-tempered man displays folly.” -- 14:29.


I awakened to a strange and wonderful presence in my bedroom.  Just the night before, I had stood publicly and confessed that Jesus Christ was Lord, surrendering my life to His service.  Now I knew the Lord was making Himself known to me and it was an awesome experience.


I sensed three things from that encounter.  The first was that I would leave the church I was raised in; that happened three years later.  The second was that I would go into full-time ministry; that took place five years later.  Finally, I knew that I would give my life to His service, indicating that I would be expected to give my all in what I was to do.  The latter has been fulfilled on an ongoing basis.


But none of what the Lord spoke that day was fulfilled quickly, and in some sense, it’s all still being fulfilled.  I’ve learned that the Lord is never in a hurry.  He’s patient and spends a great deal of time preparing His vessels for His use.  When I sense someone with a great deal of urgency in their ministry, I try to encourage them to slow down and “smell the flowers along the way,” for today’s verse says that a patient man has great understanding.


If that’s true (and we know that it is), Caleb and Joshua both had great understanding.  They were both among the twelve spies sent by Moses to survey the land as reported in Numbers 13.  When the spies returned, only Joshua and Caleb gave a good report.  The others complained and panicked, telling the people that the land was good, but the obstacles were insurmoun-table.  The people in turn rebelled; the Lord ordered them to  wander in the wilderness for 40 years until all those who rebelled had died.


Caleb and Joshua were allowed to enter the land; however, but they had to wait those 40 years before they could receive what was theirs.  Even though they had been faithful, they had to go along with the rest of the nation before they could receive their portion.  What a great day it must have been when Caleb stepped forward to receive his land:

Now the men of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal, and Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You know what the Lord said to Moses the man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you and me.  I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh Barnea to explore the land.  And I brought him back a report according to my convictions, but my brothers who went up with me made the hearts of the people melt with fear.  I, however, followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly.  So on that day Moses swore to me, ‘The land on which your feet have walked will be your inheritance and that of your children forever, because you have followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly....I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I’m just as vigorous to go out to battle now as I was then.  Now give me this hill country that the Lord promised me that day” (Joshua 14:6-9, 11-12). 


Just like Caleb, you’ll never lose anything if you’re patient in the Lord.  You may be afraid that if you don’t move immediately, you’ll miss out all together.  But the Lord is able to preserve what is yours while you wait on Him.  Isaiah wrote, “Those who wait on the Lord will renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint” (Isaiah 40:31 NAS).  


Wait on the Lord today and every day;  watch Him preserve and strengthen you until the day He gives you what He has promised.

April 15

“The discerning heart seeks knowledge, 

but the mouth of a fool feeds on folly.” -- 15:14.


There was no way I was going back to school.  I was 37, busy in ministry, had a family, and couldn’t afford the time or money.  But the Lord wasn’t impressed with any of those excuses and indicated that He wanted me to go back to school.  I started out with one course in systematic theology, and eight years later finished my doctorate in Pastoral Ministries.  So much for not going back to school.


Even though I never thought I would earn another degree, I’ve always tried to grow in the knowledge of God and His ways.  It’s been my goal for many years to read one book every month on some spiritual topic.  In addition, I attend one educational seminar every year on some area in which I needed to improve.  


Today’s verse says that the discerning heart seeks after knowledge.  Discernment isn’t just a gift of the Holy Spirit; it can also be developed through knowledge and experience.  You never “arrive” when it comes to learning; it’s something that you must always pursue.


I’ve always admired Nicodemus the Pharisee because he was a man who sought the truth and continued to learn and grow.  John wrote:

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council.  He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God.  For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.”  In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”  “How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked.  “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!” (John 3:1-4).


Nicodemus, a man of stature, had been appointed to the ruling council.  But he didn’t feel as if he had it all together.  Even though he sought out Jesus under the cover of darkness (perhaps he was concerned for his reputation and didn’t want anyone to see him), he came asking questions.  The discerning always ask a lot of questions rather than merely relying on what God will “show” them.


Then Nicodemus did something that showed his humility and desire to learn -- he asked a dumb question!  Not understanding what Jesus was saying about being born again, he asked if a man can reenter his mother’s womb.  While being perhaps somewhat sarcastic, Nicodemus wasn’t afraid to show that he had no idea what Jesus was talking about.  A religious person would have nodded his head and pretended to understand, but Nicodemus wanted to learn too badly to hide his ignorance.


Paul prayed that the Colossians would please the Lord by “growing in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10).  Are you growing in knowledge and discernment?  When was the last time that you asked a dumb question in your quest for understanding?  Has the thought of additional education crossed your mind, or have you dismissed it for the same reasons I did?  


I’m now doing postgraduate work because I want to grow until I die.  With my degrees, I want to add the power and insight of the Holy Spirit so that I can discern the will of God and encourage others to do the same.  Won’t you join me in that pursuit?

April 16

“The wise in heart are called discerning, 

and pleasant words promote instruction.” -- 16:21.


A few days ago we looked at a story involving Elisha and Naaman; the account focused on Elisha’s servant, Gehazi.  Today let’s return to that story and look at another aspect of it.  In particular, let’s look at what Naaman did after he was healed.


In 2 Kings 5, you can read how Naaman came from Syria to get his leprous condition healed at the direction of the prophet.  When the prophet didn’t come to meet him, but sent word of what he should do through his servant, Naaman almost went home in anger over what he perceived to be a snub.  Naaman pressed through his disappointment, however, and was healed.


Then Naaman made an unusual request:

“Please let me, your servant, be given as much earth as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant will never again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any other god but the Lord.  But may the Lord forgive your servant for this one thing:  When my master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is leaning on my arm and I bow there also--when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the Lord forgive your servant for this” (2 Kings 5:17-18).


What was even more unusual was Elisha’s response.  He didn’t preach to Naaman concerning the evil of idolatry, nor did he chastise him for just receiving a healing and not following the Lord from that point with his whole heart.  Instead, Elisha told Naaman to “go in peace” (verse 19).


Today’s verse says that the wise in heart are discerning.  In no matter of life is wisdom more necessary than in how to respond to people.  Talking to someone is in some sense like driving a car.  We can have a green light and see a pedestrian crossing illegally in front of our car.  At that point, we can proceed (since we are “right”) and hurt or even kill the pedestrian.  Or we can slow down and “discern” that it’s not worth running over that person to prove that we’re in the right.


That’s how it is in responding to people.  You may have the truth and the other person may be “dead’ wrong.  That still may not mean that it’s the time to respond to them with what you know.  Today’s verse also says that pleasant words promote instruction.  Hitting someone with all you know is only half the battle in communicating the truth.  Besides the truth, you need pleasant words that will best carry the message that you want to deliver.


Jesus said, “I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it” (John 12:49).  If the Father told Jesus not only what to say, but also how to say it, it’s a safe assumption that He wants to do the same for you.  


The Lord wants your words to be seasoned with salt.  Peter instructed the saints, 

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander (1 Peter 3:15-16).


Take Peter’s words (and Elisha’s example) to heart today and season your words with salt.  Make someone thirsty for more truth by using gracious, pleasant words.


April 17

“A man lacking in  judgment strikes hands in pledge 

and puts up security for his neighbor.” -- 17:18.

          This was an unholy alliance.  Wicked King Ahab had enlisted the support of good King Jehoshaphat in attempting to recapture Ramoth Gilead back from the Aramaeans.  Even though Ahab was wicked and his nation of Israel had rebelled against the Lord, we see in 1 Kings 22 that Jehoshaphat agreed to consider Ahab’s request for an alliance.  Jehoshaphat foolishly said, “I am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses” (1 Kings 22:4).  But to his credit, he also advised Ahab to “first seek the counsel of the Lord’ (verse 5).


Ahab summoned a company of prophets and they all predicted victory for Ahab.  But Jehoshaphat wasn’t convinced by the words of those court prophets on Ahab’s payroll.  He responded, “Is there not a prophet of the Lord here whom we can inquire of?” (verse 7).


Ahab was hesitant to summon the prophet Micaiah:  “I hate him because he never prophesies anything good about me” (verse 8).  In spite of that, Micaiah was summoned and initially prophesied success for Ahab and his expedition.  Even though the prophet spoke favorably, Ahab was angered and said, “How many times must I make you swear to tell me nothing but the truth in the name of the Lord?” (verse 16).  Even wicked King Ahab knew something wasn’t right.


After that warning, Micaiah went on to predict Ahab’s downfall:  “So now the Lord has put a lying spirit in the mouths of all these prophets of yours.  The Lord has decreed disaster for you” (verse 23).  In spite of those stern words, “the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah went up to Ramoth Gilead” (verse 29).  What’s more, Ahab disguised himself while encouraging Jehoshaphat to wear his royal robes.  Perhaps Ahab was hoping that he could fool the Lord into destroying Jehoshaphat instead of himself.  


As the battle unfolded, the Aramaeans surrounded Jehoshaphat only to withdraw when they realized that he wasn’t Ahab.  The Aramaeans then found Ahab and carried out the judgment of God that had been spoken through Micaiah.  


Jehoshaphat almost lost his life because he foolishly joined forces with Ahab.  Today’s verse warns that a foolish man hastily shakes hands and makes a deal with another.  Jehoshaphat was indeed lacking judgment and formed an alliance that was ill-advised.


          Paul wrote, 

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common?  Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?  What harmony is there between Christ and Belial?  What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?  What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? (2 Corinthians 6:14-16).  

          I’ve known believers who have ignored this to marry a spouse who was at best a lukewarm believer, and have suffered for it.  How many others have suffered in a business partnership with someone who wasn’t a follower of Christ?  Don’t be naive when it comes to the lesson in today’s verse.  Rather listen very carefully before you enter into a working relationship with anyone.  Get to know them first, and rely on the perspective that only the Holy Spirit can give.  

          Don’t be like Jehoshaphat, hastily committing your resources to a battle that may not be yours.  Instead, ask God for wisdom and discernment and avoid the pain of having to undo what you did hastily or foolishly.  

April 18

“Before his downfall a man’s heart is proud, 

but humility comes before honor.” -- 18:12.


Kathy and I sat motionless before the television set, watching the news unfold.  One of the Church’s most prominent evangelists was before us and the world, being exposed for his sins.  This was a blow to all of us, but in some sense we should have seen it coming.  Today’s verse warns that pride precedes a downfall; this brother had openly attacked others and put his own ministry forth as a model of integrity and anointing.


I don’t want to criticize this brother, for I loved him then and love him today.  He served the Lord faithfully for many years, and the fruit of his ministry has been abundant.  (I had the opportunity to meet him personally one time and it was a highlight for me.)  But pride will undo even the greatest, and it may be the most deadly enemy that we face.


While pride is a sign that a problem is coming, humility is a sure sign that good times are ahead.  I vividly remember when  Kathy and I were going through a particular intense and difficult time.  We went to our pastor to describe all that was going on and receive some counsel.  


I’ll never forget his perspective, for he shared that a blessing was on the way!   It was his experience that when the Lord humbles His servants, it was for a coming promotion that could produce pride if humility wasn’t firmly in place.  Kathy and I left his home encouraged in what we were encountering and watching for the “blessing” that was about to come our way.


Paul, James and Peter all warned, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”  When you are proud, God stands against you.  It’s frightening to think that God will stand in your face to oppose you, but that’s what He does to the proud.  But the good news is that He also gives grace to the humble.  Since you are told to humble yourself, humility isn’t a feeling, but rather a conscious decision.  It’s up to you to watch yourself so that pride doesn’t creep into your work, ministry, or attitude.  


John wrote, “For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the world” (1 John 2:16).   Any boasting about what you have or do is of the world and is pride.  That’s why a good indicator of pride is how much you talk about yourself, even if what you say is factual.  Pride always causes you to focus on self, the antithesis of the believer’s walk.  


Jesus commanded His followers to deny self and pick up the cross, the epitome of humility:

“If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.  What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?  Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?  For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done” (Matthew 16:24-27).  


Perhaps today would be a good day to take a spiritual inventory and see what is stored in your heart.  Do you find pride in what you have done or have, in the world or in the church?  Or do you find humility of heart that realizes what you’ve accomplished or gained is through the grace of God?  The good news is that you can chose to humble yourself.  Don’t wait for God to humble you after a prolonged period of pride.  The choice is yours -- choose wisely!  

April 19

“. . .rebuke a discerning man, 

and he will gain knowledge.” -- 19:25.


Nowhere is “self” more evident than when someone corrects us, especially if we feel we know better than the one rebuking us.  It’s difficult not to be defensive when corrected; it’s also hard not to focus on the tone of voice, possible motives, and expertise of the one doing the correcting.  


Focusing on any of those things, however, will cause you to miss the truth that may be in the rebuke.  It’s better to accept the rebuke, thank the one bringing it, and then commit the entire matter to prayer in an atmosphere less heated or prone to defensiveness.


To King David’s credit, that’s what he did when confronted by the prophet Nathan.  As king he could have ignored the prophet or had him banished or killed as he did Bathsheba’s husband.  Instead he said simply, “I have sinned against the Lord” (2 Samuel 12:13).  From that incident, David gained some much needed knowledge that he wrote about in Psalm 51:

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.  Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.  Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place (Psalm 51:3-6).


First of all, Nathan’s rebuke reminded David of his transgressions.  God doesn’t want you carrying around a constant awareness or your sins, nor does He want you to totally ignore your imperfections.  An awareness of your need for God’s mercy and grace makes you a ready channel of that same mercy to others.


Next, David knew that he had sinned against the Lord in what he had done.  This wasn’t simply an offense against Bathsheba or her family, but against God.  Since the Lord revealed David’s sin to Nathan, David knew that the Lord was grieved over what he had done. 


Then David knew that he had to accept Nathan’s rebuke, for the Lord had sent him.  If you dismiss the rebuker because that person is less than perfect, you’re really resisting the One who sent the rebuke (who else can the Lord use but imperfect people?).  Since David didn’t want to call God a liar, he accepted the rebuke so that the Lord would be “proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.”  


Finally, David knew that the rebuke came because God required truth in the inner parts.  The truth referred to wasn’t doctrine, but rather the truth of what’s in a person’s heart.  It was and is wisdom to accept a rebuke, for there is truth in it that God wishes to make you aware.  For that reason, you can’t afford to reject it.


If you want to gain knowledge and discernment, then you must learn to accept correction even in the form of a rebuke.  If someone corrects you today, say thanks and express appreciation that they had the courage and concern to share what they saw.  Then pray about what was said, and let the Lord confirm it or adjust it.  By doing it that way, you give the Lord plenty of room to speak to you about some blind spot or to shield you from criticism that wasn’t justified.  Accept the rebuke as the powerful learning experience that the Lord intends it to be.


April 20

“Ears that hear and eyes that see -- 

the Lord has made them both.” -- 20:12.


It’s easy to think that everyone sees things as you do.  As a preacher, I’ve studied the Bible and then taught, all the while apologizing to the people for what I thought was obvious to everyone.  After the sermon, I would have people tell me that they had never seen what I’d just shared, and expressed gratitude for the insight.  I’m still surprised when that happens.


The Lord made your eyes to see and your ears to hear--not just the normal things of life, but the special insight unique to you on your job or ministry.  Your gifts and calling will enable you to see and hear things that may seem unimportant to you, but extraordinary to others.  


Consider once again Elisha and his ministry.  When the king of Aram confronted his staff and accused one of them of spying for Israel, his people told him, “Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom” (2 Kings 6:12).  As today’s verse states, the Lord made Elisha’s ears to hear, and he heard things that no one else could.


When the king sent his troops to capture Elisha and stop this bedroom espionage, Elisha prayed to the Lord:  “Strike these people with blindness” (verse 18) and the Lord did just that.  The same Lord who allowed Elisha and his servant to see the chariots of fire protecting them, now made the eyes of their enemies blind.


Elisha led this blind band of raiders to Samaria, the capital city of their enemies.  “After they entered the city, Elisha said, ‘Lord, open the eyes of these men so they can see.’  Then the Lord opened their eyes and they looked, and there they were, inside Samaria” (verse 20).  Now the Lord opened their eyes and all were amazed that the prophet, without a sword or army, had rendered the Aramaeans helpless and had actually led them into the camp of the enemy. 


The one similar characteristic of everyone listed in Hebrews 11 is that all who had faith “saw” something.   Noah saw the warning of the Lord “about things not yet seen” (11:7);  furthermore, “all these people were still living by faith when they died.  They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance” (11:13); Moses “by faith left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible” (11:27).  


The Lord doesn’t play games with mankind; He desires that all men see clearly and understand Him and His purpose.  Blindness and deafness are spiritual conditions caused by sin.  Faith in God removes those conditions and opens the line of communication between God and man.


What’s more, God will never assign you a job without giving the insight and wisdom necessary to carry it out.  Elisha, Noah, and Moses were the prophets in Israel and heard and saw fantastic things.  Their ministries affected the whole world and yours can, too, if you learn to walk in faith!  That allows you to see the realm of the unseen and hear the unheard, and qualifies you to please God.  


Ask the Lord to allow you to hear and see as He created you to do.  After that, fasten your seat belt for the ride of your life!


April 21

“In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, 

but  a foolish man devours all he has.” -- 21:20.


Yesterday we read about Elisha and how he led a band of enemy raiders (who had been struck blind by the Lord) into Israel’s capital city.  When they were inside the city walls, Elisha prayed that they would see again and their eyes were opened!  But now Elisha had to decide what to do with these men who were so easily led to this place of vulnerability.

When the king of Israel saw them, he asked Elisha, “Shall I kill them, my father?  Shall I kill them?”  “Do not kill them,” he answered.  “Would you kill men you have captured with your own sword or bow?  Set food and water before them so that they may eat and drink and then go back to their master.”  So he prepared a great feast for them, and after they had finished eating and drinking, he sent them away, and they returned to their master.  So the bands from Aram stopped raiding Israel’s territory (2 Kings 6:21-23).


Today’s verse says that the house of the wise has a wealth of food and oil, while the house of a fool devours all he has.  If you’ll learn to see with eyes of faith, you’ll suddenly realize that you haven’t been shortchanged by the Lord in any way.  If you’ll learn to see things from God’s perspective, you’ll realize just how blessed you are.


The king of Israel suddenly had his enemies before him and naturally saw the chance for military victory and revenge.  But the prophet had him raise his eyes higher to see the purpose of God.  Israel had a wonderful chance to disarm their enemies by feeding them.  To have killed that scouting party would have brought some temporary relief, but another party would probably have followed.  But by feeding and blessing them (and by allowing God to show forth His power in Elisha’s ministry), the Aramaeans decided to stop harassing Israel altogether.


If you focus on what you don’t have, you’ll hold on to what you do have and consume it on your own needs or desires.  But if you walk in faith and see things from heaven’s view, you’ll take the many opportunities you have and seize them to do good.  After all, “we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10).  


Paul also instructed, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers” (Galatians 6:9-10).  Jesus told His followers to do good, and lay up treasures in heaven where moth can’t eat and rust can’t destroy.


Don’t wait until your situation improves to do good.  Ask God to open your eyes to see the many opportunities at your disposal.  Ecclesiastes tells you to “sow your seed in the morning, and at evening let not your hands be idle, for you do not know which will succeed, whether this or that, or whether both will do equally well” (Ecclesiastes 11:6).  Take every opportunity to draw from your rich storehouse and don’t hold back.  You don’t know whether or not that one thing you do may be the key to your enemy retreating for good from your finances, home, or ministry. 

April 22

“The eyes of the Lord keep watch over knowledge.” -- 22:12.


Have you ever thought about what it was like to be alive when Jesus walked the earth?  I’ve wondered how I would have reacted to Jesus’ ministry and the reports of His miracles and teachings.  I would like to think I would have become a follower, yet there were those who saw and heard His ministry and still killed him.


There was one who lived 2,000 years before Jesus came and saw Him more clearly than the Pharisee who could reach out and touch Him.  That man’s name was Abraham.  Jesus told the Jews, “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad” (John 8:56).


The Jews had no idea what Jesus was talking about or how that was possible.  But Abraham walked in faith and was given knowledge and insight.  Today’s verse tells us that the eyes of the Lord keep watch over knowledge.  Another verse tells us that “the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him” (2 Chronicles 16:9).  When the Lord finds those who are totally His, He imparts knowledge and insight reserved for those who walk in faith.


Abraham “saw” Jesus and His “day” when he was on the mountain to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, as reported in Genesis 22.  When Isaac asked where the sacrifice was (not realizing that he was “it”), Abraham responded in faith:  “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son” (Genesis 22:8).



As Abraham was about to slay his son, a voice from heaven spoke, preventing Abraham from doing what he had determined in his heart to do.  At that point, 

Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns.  He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.  So Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide.”  And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided” (Genesis 22:13-14).


While everyone else would have seen a ram in the thicket, Abraham saw the day of the Lord Jesus.  He saw at that moment that One would come to give His life as a ransom for many.  Two millenia before Jesus came, a man on a mountain with his son and a ram saw Jesus more clearly than those who grew up with Jesus and sat under His ministry.  That’s what faith opens to those who believe.  


You’re a child of Abraham and his inheritance is yours.  The Lord, who preserves knowledge and insight and gives it to whom He wills, wants to show you great things, perhaps long before they ever come to pass.  On the mountain of the Lord -- that high place of fellowship with Him -- He will show you great things.


Faith isn’t a doctrine.  It’s a living and vital relationship with the invisible and Almighty God.  Abraham didn’t believe in the Trinity or have the correct doctrine concerning baptism.  Instead, he walked in faithful obedience.  As he walked, the Lord revealed Himself to him.  Thus Abraham is the father of us all, the father of the faithful.


You son or daughter of Abraham, walk today in your father’s faith.  Don’t react to what’s happening to you, but get above it and see it from your heavenly Father’s perspective.  Everyone else may see a ram, but God wants you to see if differently.   Let the Lord show you the reality of what you encounter today; then apply your faith to understand and perhaps even impart what you’ve learned to someone else.  

April 23

“When you sit down to dine with a ruler, 

note well what is before you. . . .” -- 23:1.


It was late at night and I could see the hardened and sad faces of the inmates peering out from their cells as I walked that long, cold corridor.  My friend had been sentenced and requested that I come visit him before he was transferred to another prison.  We sat together in a small conference room and discussed the events of the last few days that had led to his hearing, sentencing, and incarceration.


Of all that had happened to him, the most upsetting and shocking was the betrayal of some of his closest friends and associates.  He told me (and I knew it to be true) how much talk there had been behind his back.  Friends he had trusted were talking against him; the media had reported half-truths and lies based on statements he had innocently uttered; even a former spiritual adviser turned out to be an informant.


You soon learn that prisons are full of people claiming their innocence, but my friend wasn’t claiming his.  He was, however, commenting on how naive he had been in trusting himself too quickly to those who had said they wanted to help him.  When I got home from that visit, I read today’s verse and thought of him.


Today’s verse tells you to be careful when sitting down with another person.  You must not be anxious to “give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs.  If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces” (Matthew 7:6).  While you can’t be paranoid, suspecting anyone with whom you come in contact, you can’t just casually trust yourself to any and all.  It requires discernment to know what to do, keeping in mind that “Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men.  He did not need man’s testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man” (John 2:24).


The most painful problems are people problems, especially with those whom you trust.  When they betray you, it can be hard to cope.  Paul wrote Timothy, “You know that everyone in the province of Asia has deserted me, including Phygelus and Hermogenes” (2 Timothy 1:15) and “At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me.  May it not be held against them” (2 Timothy 4:16).


The good news is that man may be fickle, but the Lord is faithful and true.  After Paul told Timothy of his disappointments with his associates, he continued, “But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it” (2 Timothy 4:17).  Don’t be surprised when people disappoint you; instead use those times to reflect upon God’s faithful love.  


When man lets you down, it makes God’s loyalty and love that much more special.  While all others may desert you, He has your best interests at heart; He will never forsake you or be anything less than the Comforter and Wonderful Counselor He has promised to be.  

April 24

“I applied my heart to what I observed 

and learned a lesson from what I saw. . . .” -- 24:32.


Jesus was an astute and observant man who studied life and was able to draw conclusions from what He saw that could help other people.  For instance, 

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury.  Many rich people threw in large amounts.  But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny.  Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others.  They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything -- all she had to live on” (Mark 12:41-44).


Jesus had to be watching very closely to see two small coins being put into the offering.  Not only did He observe that, but He was also able to immediately turn an ordinary event into a supernatural teaching about how to give.


Today’s verse tells us how He was able to do that on a regular basis -- He applied his heart to what He observed.  Jesus didn’t just pray in the wilderness to get revelation; He observed the everyday affairs of His generation and taught the people with examples from what He saw and learned.


Another notable example of this is found in Luke 7.  Jesus was dining in the home of Simon the Pharisee and the sinful woman came and anointed His feet.  Simon immediately judged the situation according to his religious mindset:  “When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of a woman she is -- that she is a sinner’” (verse 39).


Jesus not only knew what was in the woman’s heart, but also knew exactly what Simon was thinking.  Jesus was observing everything -- how Simon looked, what he did and didn’t say, how the woman behaved, and how she wasn’t welcome in the house.  The Lord didn’t apply a set of rules to that scene; rather He applied His heart to get understanding and cut right to the heart of the matter, creating an opportunity to teach an important truth about grace and forgiveness.


Jesus gave us an example of how to act when He observed the widow who gave, the woman who wept, and the Pharisee who was self-righteous.  True to Isaiah’s prophecy, Jesus did not “judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears” (Isaiah 11:3).  We too must learn to observe, gain understanding, and then act on what we have understood.


Make it your goal today to serve someone before they ask; encourage one who is down and doing their best to “hide” it; give a word to someone who is hungry to hear from God.  Learn to observe their eyes, actions, words, or silence, and minister out of what you’ve observed.  Don’t take “I’m doing OK” as the reality of where someone is.  Rather observe them carefully and allow the Lord to reveal the truth.  From there, you’ll minister effectively and wisely, and be a source of strength to many.

April 25

“What you have seen with your eyes do not bring hastily to court, for what will you do in the end 

if your neighbor puts you to shame?” -- 25:7-8.


My friend and brother was on the other end of the phone, crying over his impending divorce.  His wife, who is also my friend, had served him the papers a few days before, and the reality of his situation was overwhelming.  We prayed and I encouraged him as best I could, but it was (and is) painful for me to see what was happening to him and his family.


As sometimes happens during times like that, people began to take sides.  Some observed the wife and placed the blame on her, while others were quick to cite the husband’s failures as reasons for this breakup.  Members of both “camps” came to me sharing their perspective as if it were the entire truth, subtly trying to get me to agree with their views on the situation.  I have and will continue to avoid their attempts.


For me, this situation is too complicated for an easy assessment.  Mistakes were made by both the husband and wife, and I’ll never know all that they’ve gone through to get to the point where they are today.  I refuse to judge their motives, choosing rather to stand with both of them as they do what they feel they must do.


Today’s verse cautions us not to come to a quick judgment without all the facts.  We can rush into a situation, claiming to have all the truth and wanting a final verdict to be rendered in the minds of all.  Yet the verse today asks what we’ll do when another arrives with additional information that renders our initial assessment useless.


My goal with my friends is to let the Lord sort out the motives and mistakes in this situation.  By taking this posture, I want to be their friend when the Lord reveals to them their role in what happened.  I’m not condoning divorce, but neither will I make this be the fault of one over the other.  I want to stand as a brother with both of them, and let God speak in righteous judgment.


Paul wrote, “Now I know in part, then I shall know fully” (1 Corinthians 13:12).  I don’t and can’t know everything about my friends, or about anything for that matter  So I’ve stopped trying to act as if I do.  By giving situations more time, I am trying to allow the Lord room to make the thoughts and intentions of the heart clear to all who are interested in the truth. 


When the apostle John saw people not doing what he thought they should, he asked Jesus, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” (Luke 9:54).  That attitude is still prevalent among Jesus’ followers.  Without having all the information and certainly not having the heart of God, it’s all too easy to call down fire.  Jesus rebuked John and will rebuke us if we have the same attitude.   


The Lord wants us to be people of truth and grace.  We must carry the truth, but carry it gently, realizing that we don’t have all the answers.  I don’t understand much of what happens and why people do what they do.  I do understand that I’m called to stand with my brothers while I’m trying to figure it all out and until the Lord shows me the whole picture.  With that in mind today, be a dispenser of grace and let God be the judge of the truth.

April 26

“The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes 

than seven men who answer discreetly.” -- 26:16.


It had been a year since I had been there, but I was certain where this place was located.  I kept driving back and forth looking for a familiar landmark, but couldn’t seem to get my bearings.  My friend had wanted to give me directions, but I had confidently refused.   Now I was late picking him up as I stubbornly continued to drive back and forth, refusing to admit that I was wrong.


It turned out that I was one street over from where I should have been.  Returning home that night, I told my wife I would have bet her, the house, and kids that I knew exactly where that place was.  Good thing I didn’t bet, for my children would be fatherless and my wife a widow!


Today’s verse cautions against this attitude.  When we know and we know that we know, it’s hard not to be cocky and arrogant.  But wise men don’t insist that they’re correct.  Leaving room for error, they answer discreetly and softly.  Yet the one who thinks he already knows often sees the wise as weak and uncertain and himself as the one with superior spiritual insight and maturity.


Peter had that tendency.  Jesus was trying to tell him that he would soon deny the Lord, but Peter knew better than the Lord, replying, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you’” (Mark 14: 31).  Several hours later, Peter had to face his own wretchedness, something he had tried to avoid with brave words.


My pastor once said, “It’s hard to be humble when you’re good.”  When you’re right and have proved it in the past, it’s difficult not to approach every situation as if you have all you need to be the best.  But your past successes can be your downfall, for you can begin to believe that you’re as good as you think you are.  You can then assume that you’re right or will automatically succeed just because you’re special or possess extraordinary insight or wisdom.


I’m learning to stand strong in what I believe, but also to make room for the opinions and insight of others.  While wanting to be confident, I want to walk humbly and “softly.”  I don’t want to be wise in my own eyes; leaving that assessment to others, I want to stay mindful of my limitations.  


We can easily fall prey to a subtle but cocky attitude.  With all that in mind, I remind myself that my greatest successes aren’t nearly as much to my credit as I’d like to think.  By not holding myself and my abilities in such high regard, I can more readily glorify the Lord who enabled me to succeed in the first place.  And no matter how wise or experienced I am, there’s always someone wiser or more experienced than I.   The same is true for you, so guard against pride and arrogance as you walk in the grace that God has given you.

April 27


“As iron sharpens iron, 

so one man sharpens another.” -- 27:17.


The man was driving me nuts, and there was no way I could avoid dealing with him.  God had undoubtedly joined me to him so I could serve and learn from him.  But he was so different from me that I found it hard to work with him, and often wanted to abandon the relationship.


This man was spontaneous and I was more prone to plan far ahead.  He would eat at the strangest times and sleep-in late, working into the early hours of the morning.  Thinking out loud, he would share his thoughts of what he might do and then never seem to do those things, appearing to some as a man who couldn’t keep his word.  His buying habits, routines with his family, and tastes in clothes were almost all the exact opposite of what mine were.  


It would have been a tragic mistake, however, for me to have backed out of that relationship.  The Lord had joined us together for a reason, and I learned more in the long run than I ever could if I had worked with someone “more like me.”


That relationship gave me much-needed insight into how to build an effective team of workers, and also spoke to the truth of today’s verse.  Relationships with others can keep us sharp, especially those that involve people unlike us.  Our tendency, however, is to gravitate to those who are more like us.  While that may be comfortable, we may lose the giftings of those who may not be like us but are still capable of doing what we can’t.


At the same time, working with people who aren’t like us cause us to grow in tolerance, patience, and understanding of human nature.  Being exposed to people with different tastes, schedules, and preferences in general will help us to be sharpened and more useful to the Lord, since we’ll be able to look past what’s convenient to what’s important in building team relationships.


My wife is almost the exact opposite of who I am, and I thank God that she is.  She brings balance to my limited perspective; she gives me insight into the world of others who don’t think anything like I do.  She has shown me, just like the relationship I referred to above, that there are legitimate perspectives of the world other than my own.


Is there someone you are working with, whether in the church, on the job, or at school, who rubs you the wrong way?  Do you avoid relationships with people who are very different from you?  Perhaps you need to assess whether or not you are overlooking their God-given worth because they don’t align with your own.  


Today’s verse says that you’ll overcome dullness as you’re sharpened by others.  That sharpening will take place as the friction comes and the sparks fly.  Don’t avoid this just because it’s painful, but embrace it as the necessary process that it truly is.

April 28

“A faithful man will be richly blessed, 

but one eager to get rich will not go unpunished.” -- 28:20.


I was adding my pastoral salary to the one that was being promised, and singing “Happy Days Are Here Again!” in my mind.  As a part-time director of an organization, I was told that in no time I would be making $30,000 per year.  I just knew that God wanted to bless me financially, and thought for sure that this was the vehicle He had chosen to do so.


That scheme, like so many other of my get-rich-quick ideas, failed because my motives were wrong.  No matter how I tried to label them, they were simply ideas to make me a lot of money.  Like today’s verse says, I was eager to get rich.  My desire to make an easy dollar actually lost me money several times and caused me to lose untold hours in pursuing a dream that wasn’t to be.


There’s a modern proverb that states, “If it’s too good to be true, it probably is!”  I’ve seen many other people, including committed believers, pursue riches in the name of the Lord.  Some network-marketing plans and business ventures have found a listening and ready ear among the brethren, but many have ended in frustration and been abandoned.


I’m not against network marketing, nor am I against believers prospering financially.  But whatever the business, I’ve come to realize that there’s only one way to prosperity and success, and that is through hard work, faithfulness, patience, and sowing seed through giving.


Today’s verse promises that a faithful man will be richly blessed.  Jesus taught this same principle:

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.  So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?  And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?” (Luke 16:10-12).


The way to prosperity, according to Jesus, is learning to handle small things well.  Be on time; do small jobs with excellence and learn to finish them; be faithful with the little money you have at the moment; learn to serve someone else’s vision and treat it as if it were your own.  None of these have to do with business plans or marketing, but they have everything to do with what’s important to the Lord.  And since He’s the one who controls your success or failure, it would be wise to learn to do things His way if you’re to achieve the desired results.


Beware of any shortcuts on the way to success; don’t automatically try to circumvent the hard times or seeming insignificance of your everyday routine.  Be faithful to what’s before you, and the Lord, who is watching, can promote and prosper you from nothing to something.  Let your focus be on the kingdom of God and not money, and God will grant you success as you serve Him with faithfulness.

April 29

“A fool gives full vent to his anger,

but a wise man keeps himself under control.” -- 29:11.


There he was, making a fool of himself for all the world to see.  I was watching a baseball game and the umpire blew a call at first base.  Immediately the manager was out arguing the call, and before long, the manager went on a rampage. 


He kicked dirt on the umpire and then pulled first base out of the ground and tossed it into right field.  Even though the umpire had thrown him out of the game, he continued to rant and rave from the dugout, where he threw bats and helmets onto the field.  I guess you could say that he definitely disagreed with that umpire’s call!


Some would call that good baseball, for the manager was doing his job opposing the umpire and perhaps preventing another bad call from being made against his team.  The Bible says, however, that the manager made a fool out of himself because he gave full vent to his anger.


Today’s verse doesn’t state that anger itself is wrong.  Anger is a human emotion that man can experience because God gave him the capacity to do so.  It’s not that anger is sinful, but the behavior that comes out of anger can be.  Today’s verse warns that the one who gives vent to his anger is the fool; the one who feels anger but controls its expression is considered wise.


Paul instructed the Ephesians on anger:  “’In your anger do not sin’:  Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold” (Ephesians 4:26-27).  Paul didn’t tell them to avoid anger, since all humans experience it, but he did tell them to deal with their anger quickly.


Perhaps you’ve encountered the negative effects of someone who gave vent to their anger.  That so hurt or scared you that you’ve tried to deny or ignore your own anger.  That never works, for you’re trying to ignore a part of you that plays an important role in your life.  Instead of ignoring your anger (or calling it by another name like frustration, anxiety, or “having a bad day”), you need to face it and deal with it.


Anger can be positive if it can spur you to take action that otherwise you wouldn’t take.  If you stub your toe on the junk in your garage for the hundredth time, then your anger can move you to clean it up once and for all.  Kicking the clutter and yelling at it isn’t the way to give vent to your anger.


If you’re angry today, then first of all recognize that you’re angry, and don’t feel guilty or ambivalent about it.  Instead of pouting or screaming, tell the Lord, “I’m angry about this, Lord.  I’m so angry I could hit something.  Help me to deal with my anger and show me how I can use my anger to do something useful or constructive.  I want to deal with this quickly so the sun won’t go down on it tonight.”  


By not denying it or giving it room to be destructive, you’ll use your anger as an incentive to act and you’ll recognize it as something that’s a part of you by the design of God.  But if you give way to your anger so that it leads to sin, you’ll feel even worse as you have to deal with the aftermath of your misdirected wrath.

April 30

“The leech has two daughters.  ‘Give, give!’ they cry.” --30:15.


It was written of Abraham Lincoln that he had “plain common sense, a kindly disposition, a straight forward purpose, and a shrewd perception of the ins and outs of poor, weak human nature.”**  That’s something the  church needs more of.  Just because someone has surrendered their life to Jesus doesn’t mean that their basic nature has been changed at all.  It only means that they’re now on the path to deal with that nature if they choose to do so.


I was scandalized in my early years to see human nature rear its ugly head among believers.  I saw some offended when they were overlooked in some petty issue, some ambitious for ministry or fame, some carry a grudge against other believers, and some fall into grievous and serious sins.  Assuming that knowing the Bible would take care of every problem, I couldn’t understand how those things could happen among believers.  


Then I ran across a passage that changed my perspective and my life forever:

I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you.  I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare.  For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.  But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel.  I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go with me (Philippians 2:19-23).


Paul traveled with some pretty impressive company, yet he wrote that he had “no one else like [Timothy],” for everyone else was looking out for their own interests.  Paul had to deal with fallen human nature among his companions and had only one man who seemed to press through it all to true service and selflessness.  I saw that if Paul had only one, then I would probably not encounter very many as I walked with the Lord.


When I saw that passage, I set a life’s goal to be like Timothy.  If the Lord had only a few who could be genuinely interested in others, then I wanted to be one of them.  I set out to serve my pastor and leadership as Timothy obviously served Paul.  Seeing that Paul had the freedom to send Timothy whenever he thought best, I decided to submit to my leaders and be directed by what they felt was best for me and the body of Christ at large.


Now just because I decided to do all this doesn’t mean I was successful.  When I set those goals, I underestimated my own weakness and the strength of my human nature.  Sometimes I was offended by not getting enough credit for work I had done; I occasionally criticized other pastors and teachers; and every once in a while I would pout over some trivial oversight on the part of others.


Given all those failures, however, my goal is still the same -- I want to be like Timothy and be more genuinely interested in the welfare of others than my own.  I truly want the Lord to be able to send me anywhere and know that I’ll adequately represent Him and His wishes more often than not.


How about you?  Into which category do you fit?  Do you pursue your own interests or those of others?  Is your ego easily wounded, or do you press through the frailty of your nature to mirror the image of Christ?  Today’s verse says that the leech knows only how to take and not give.  Don’t be a spiritual leech, but be a Timothy and lead a more selfless life today and everyday as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ.

**Phillips, Donald T., Lincoln on Leadership (New York:  Warner Books), page 35.
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