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January 1
“For acquiring a disciplined and prudent life, 

doing what is right and just and fair.” -- 1:3.

I was sitting with my pastor for what seemed like the hundredth time.  I had gone with him as he ministered at a church, and now we were in the home of that church’s pastor.  My pastor was answering questions and I was listening to answers I had heard many times before.  I was a little angry that I had no role in that exchange.  I knew I could answer, but the Lord had me sit there, doing and saying nothing.


Yet I really wasn’t “doing nothing.”  The Spirit of God was teaching me how to think and respond.  The Lord was working in me love for the Church and answers for the problems that people and leaders face.  I was also learning how to keep my mouth closed, how to listen, and then how to respond.  As much as those times frustrated me, they taught me much and prepared me for what I’m doing today.


As you begin another year, could you use more prudence and wisdom?  Would you like to know what’s right, just and fair?  You don’t get that kind of wisdom and knowledge only by reading books.  You get them by allowing the Spirit to work them into you. James wrote, “The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere” (James 3:17-18).


That description of godly wisdom closely resembles the list in Galatians outlining the fruit of the Spirit:  “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23).  As I sat there with my pastor and listened, the fruit of the Spirit was being worked in my life.  I gained godly wisdom from that fruit and I apply it regularly today as I minister and teach.


To get the wisdom and fruit you need requires self-discipline.  Proverbs was written, as today’s verse tells you, so that you can lead a more disciplined life.  Most people set New Year’s resolutions to be more disciplined in their study, prayer life, or spiritual habits. Whatever your resolutions, know that the goals you desire will only come through the Spirit working in your life.  Paul wrote in Romans, “If by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live” (Romans 8:13).


I urge you to make it your goal to submit to the work of the Holy Spirit in your life in a new way for the coming year.  Whatever resolutions you make must be carried out in the power of the Spirit or they will fail miserably.  A more disciplined life, knowledge of what to do, wisdom, and fruit all come from and through the Holy Spirit.  Set your will not to try to do more this year in your own strength, but vow to allow the Holy Spirit more room to do what He wants to do in your life.  

January 2

“For the Lord gives wisdom, 

and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.” --2:6.

My friend was weeping on the other end of the phone, telling me of his wife who wanted a separation.  It was a complicated situation and I hurt for both of them, not sure of what to tell him.  Life can be complex, and the problems created by sin and human nature are often nasty.  Seldom do pat, easy answers minister to the problems of life or the dilemmas in which people find themselves.


Take Solomon, for example.  He asked the Lord for wisdom to rule the people. Immediately he was put in a trying situation:  

Now two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him.  One of them said, “My lord, this woman and I live in the same house.  I had a baby while she was there with me. The third day after my child was born, this woman also had a baby.  We were alone; there was no one in the house but the two of us.  During the night this woman’s son died because she lay on him.  So she got up in the middle of the night and took my son from my side while I your servant was asleep.  She put him by her breast and put her dead son by my breast” (1 Kings 3:16-20).


The other woman involved denied the story, and both women appealed to Solomon for a “just” ruling.  What was he to do and say?  He couldn’t just say they had to love one another and learn to get along.  He couldn’t give them joint custody of the living baby.  He needed the wisdom of God.  In other words, he needed what he had asked the Lord to give him, and he needed it right away.


“The king said, ‘Bring me a sword.’  So they brought a sword for the king.  He then gave an order:  ‘Cut the living child in two and give half to one and half to the other’” (1 Kings 3:24-25).  The second woman agreed with this ruling, but the first woman rejected it, asking instead that the child be given alive to the other woman.  Solomon then ruled, “Give the living baby to the first woman.  Do not kill him; she is the mother” (1 Kings 3:27).  Solomon knew the real mother would give up her child before she would see it killed.  “When all Israel heard the verdict the king had given, they held the king in awe, because they saw that he had wisdom from God to administer justice” (1 Kings 3:28).


I want that kind of wisdom.  I want the world to come to the church and be in awe of the wisdom to be found there.  I’m tired of trite, religious phrases that don’t meet the needs of people where they are.  Hearing the voice of God like Solomon did, I want to see the Church bring justice and help to hurting people.  How about you?  Are you willing to devote yourself to a life that carries the wisdom of God to a needy world?  Solomon asked God for the answers to a problem that he had never faced before and received those answers. You too must learn to listen for the wisdom that God promises to give, and then apply it so that the world and the Church can be in awe, not of you, but of the God who has and gives that wisdom.

January 3

“By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s foundations, 

by understanding he set the heavens in place.” -- 3:19.



George Washington Carver has been my hero ever since I read his biography.  Carver was an African-American scientist who lived after the American Civil War.  In a time when many of his fellow blacks were struggling for existence, this man helped to put Tuskeegee University in Alabama on the map by almost single-handedly revolutionizing Southern agriculture.  He encouraged farmers to plant peanuts.  When there was no market for those nuts, he prayed and discovered more than 300 uses for the peanut, including paint, paper, and peanut butter!  Along the way he also found more than 100 ways to use the sweet potato.


Today’s verse says that the Lord used wisdom to create the earth.  If you and I can tap into that wisdom, then we too can unlock the secrets of creation.  We, like our brother George Washington Carver, can creatively solve problems and do tasks that seem impossible.  


King Solomon did this with the wisdom God gave him. 

God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of understanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore.  Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the men of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of Egypt.  He was wiser than any other man, including Ethan the Ezrahite -- wiser than Heman, Calcol and Darda, the sons of Mahol.  And his fame spread to all the surrounding nations.  He spoke three thousand proverbs and his songs numbered a thousand and five.  He described plant life, from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of walls. He also taught about animals and birds, reptiles and fish.  Men of all nations came to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, sent by all the kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom (1 Kings 4:29-34).


Solomon’s wisdom wasn’t confined to spiritual things, nor did he have wisdom just to conduct the affairs of the Temple or the Levites.  He had wisdom about all of God’s creation, and that same wisdom is needed today.  There are still inventions and cures to be discovered through the wisdom of God.  There are songs to be written and sung.  There are management techniques and new business opportunities that remain to be discovered.  


Don’t limit God’s wisdom to church matters.  You need and can get God’s wisdom for every area in which you’re involved.  Begin to believe God for creative wisdom.  You can find the better way to do something if you’ll seek the Lord and believe that He will give you that wisdom.  Let the world once again come to the Church for answers not just in spiritual things, but in practical things.  After all, creation is God’s creation and He cares for it. He wants to give answers and reveal secrets to those who ask.  Be the one to hear what He has to say.

January 4

“When I was a boy in my father’s house, still tender, 

and an only child of my mother, he taught me.” -- 4:3-4.

Solomon is an example of the grace of God.  His father was David and his mother was Bathsheba.  David got Bathsheba pregnant, killed her husband, and then took her as his wife.  The Lord judged David and the baby Bathsheba bore died.  The next child born to David and Bathsheba was Solomon.  What an example of the grace and mercy of God!


Notice that David didn’t neglect his fatherly duties to his son, Solomon.  David could have been distraught over his failure and been slack or negligent, saying, “What’s the use?”  But today’s verse tells us that David taught Solomon when he was young.  He raised him in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  Solomon’s wisdom wasn’t given only by God, but also imparted by his father.  Those two sources of input made Solomon the wisest man on earth.


When Solomon began construction on the Temple, he quoted what his father had obviously told him:

You know that because of the wars waged against my father David from all sides, he could not build a temple for the Name of the Lord his God until the Lord put his enemies under his feet.  But now the Lord my God has given me rest on every side, and there is no adversary or disaster.  I intend, therefore, to build a temple for the Name of the Lord my God, as the Lord told my father David, when he said, “Your son whom I will put on the throne in your place will build the temple for my Name” (1 Kings 5:3-5).


You need to teach your children the wisdom of God.  They need to know what you’ve learned and how to seek the Lord for their own wisdom.  Proverbs again and again appeals to “my son” and “my child.”  The earliest chapters seem to be a summation of the wisdom that a father imparted to his son.  Will there be a body of wisdom that you leave to your son or daughter?


This implies first of all that you have wisdom to give and second that you know how to give it away.  David had the wisdom and took the time to pass it on.  You don’t know what you may say to your children that they will quote for the rest of their lives, so be diligent and faithful.  Tell them your testimony and share with them the lessons you’ve learned.  Give them a body of wisdom that will guide them, and then encourage them to add their own wisdom to the collection.  When they have children, they will then pass on the godly heritage that you began.

January 5

“He will die for lack of discipline, 

led astray by his own great folly.” -- 5:23.

The Bible never hides the failures of God’s people.  It doesn’t contain stories of good people pursuing God, but of a good God pursuing people.  With a few exceptions, most of the Bible’s “heroes” had serious flaws and made mistakes that cost them dearly.   Solomon, unfortunately, is no exception to this reality, for in spite of his great wisdom, he lacked discipline as today’s verse warned.  

King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s daughter -- Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites.  They were from nations about which the Lord had told the Israelites, “You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their gods.”  Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love.  He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray.  As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been.  He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites.  So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not follow the Lord completely, as David his father had done (1 Kings 11:1-6).


Solomon had great wisdom, but it led him to believe he could “cut corners” in his obedience to the Lord.  He was above the law, or so he thought, and consequently acted unwisely even though he had all that wisdom.  The story of his demise is written for your instruction so you can learn from his mistakes since, “Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope” (Romans 15:4).  If Solomon along with Moses and David, encountered difficulties with evil in their personal lives, then you should watch for the same tendency in yours and learn from their lives.


Paul taught the Galatians, “If someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently.  But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted” (Galatians 6:1 emphasis added).  The writer of Hebrews encouraged you to “throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles” (Hebrews 12:1).  You need to be watchful that the folly in your own heart doesn’t lead you astray in the midst of the wisdom that God has given you.


A good prayer is found in Psalm 139:23-24, where David wrote, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”  That’s a courageous and wise prayer.  It must be prayed or else you risk believing that the wisdom God gives you is a sign of your holiness or spiritual stature.  God’s wisdom is given like His grace -- to all who ask for it.  You must pursue the necessary discipline that will allow His wisdom to reside in a holy and righteous vessel.  Study Solomon and determine not to repeat his mistakes as you pursue godly wisdom and holiness.    


January 6

“My son, keep your father’s commands 

and do not forsake your mother’s teaching.” -- 6:20.

Solomon didn’t follow his own proverbs.  He did just what today’s verse warned not to do by abandoning his parent’s teaching and turning from the Lord.  All his wisdom couldn’t stand against the wiles and wishes of his many wives, and his life ended in tragedy:

The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice.  Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the Lord’s command.  So the Lord said to Solomon, “Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I have commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your subordinates” (1 Kings 11:9-11).


Yet the Lord was mindful of His promises to David, Solomon’s father.  The passage continues:

“Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father, I will not do it during your lifetime. I will tear it out of the hand of your son.  Yet I will not tear the whole kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen” (1 Kings 11:12-13).  


The Lord is ever mindful of His word to do what He has promised.  God made a promise to David and would keep it even when David’s son disobeyed.  As a parent, you can’t guarantee what your children will do with the training you give them.  You can never be sure that they’ll remain true to the Lord.  But you can follow the Lord with all your heart, and trust that His promises to you will sustain them when they need it most.


The New Testament instructs parents to “bring them [children] up in the training and instruction of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4).  The Old Testament has stronger direction for parents when it says, 

“These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Write them on the door frames of your houses and on your gates” (Deuteronomy 6:6-9).


If you are a parent, make sure your children have your instruction, even if they choose to walk away from it.  Don’t neglect your duty but be diligent to present to them what’s dear to you.  Don’t rely on the Church or Christian school to do it for you.  Do all you can, and then trust that the promises the Lord made to you will carry over to the next generation.

January 7

“My son, keep my words 

and store up my commands within you.” -- 7:1.

While Solomon strayed from the words of his father, Daniel did not. Daniel was a young man when disaster fell on Jerusalem.  Judah’s disobedience over hundreds of years finally caused the Lord to act in judgment:

In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.  And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god (Daniel 1:1-2).


Daniel saw his hometown devastated and the temple he loved ransacked.  If that wasn’t enough, his whole future was changed through no fault of his own, for he was a righteous young man:

Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility -- young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s palace.  He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians.  The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table  They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king’s service.  Among these were some from Judah:  Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah (Daniel 1:3-6).


Daniel was carried off to Babylon and forced to serve a heathen king and country, learning an entirely new culture in the process.  But notice Daniel’s response.  He wasn’t bitter, nor did he forsake the teaching of his parents:  “Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way” (Daniel 1:8).  Daniel was concerned with keeping the dietary laws.  He remembered what he had been taught, and didn’t use the difficulty of his circumstances as an excuse to abandon what he knew to be right.  


You need to have the resolve of Daniel.  Tight finances don’t excuse you from giving -- or tithing.  Pressures on the job or at home don’t exempt you from praying and worshiping the Lord.  A threat of loss doesn’t give you the right to compromise your integrity on your taxes or in other business of personal decisions.   You need to store up God’s commands within you and then do them regardless of the circumstances in which you find yourself. God deserves your best no matter what’s taking place in your life.  Determine that you’ll give it to Him, for He is God and deserving of your total obedience.

January 8

“Blessed is the man who listens to me, 

watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway.” --8:34.

As soon as Daniel was promoted to serve the king, a crisis arose in the royal court. King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that disturbed him.  He wanted the interpretation, but refused to tell the dream to his wise men and counselors.  He wanted them to tell him both the dream and the interpretation so he would know the interpretation was correct.  His advisers told him that this was impossible, so the king ordered all the wise men to be executed unless they could do what he asked.

He [Daniel] asked the king’s officer, “Why did the king issue such a harsh decree?” Arioch then explained the matter to Daniel.  At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for time, so that he might interpret the dream for him.  Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon (Daniel 2:15-18).


Daniel understood the principle behind today’s verse.  He realized that God could reveal both the dream and the interpretation.  Daniel knew that real wisdom rested with the God of heaven and, in His mercy, He would reveal it to men.  First, Daniel knew that he had to ask God for wisdom.  Second, he had to listen in faith, trusting that God would give him what he asked.


Today you are faced with many complex problems of modern life.  They are complex to you but not to the Lord.  It may seem like a situation is impossible to you, but the truth is that “nothing is too hard for you[the Lord]” (Jeremiah 32:17).  If you have faith and know how to listen, there’s no telling what the Lord can reveal to you.  There are inventions, new business ideas, solutions to family problems, and answers for church dilemmas that rest in God and His wisdom.  All He is waiting for is someone who will watch and listen on a daily basis.


Daniel’s faith was rewarded, as yours will be:  “During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision.  Then Daniel praised the God of heaven” (Daniel 2:19). Daniel did what no wise man thought possible -- He discovered both the dream and the interpretation.  That’s the nature of the God you serve.  He’s able to do the impossible, and wants to do it for those who believe He can.  


Seek the Lord today and listen.  Consider seriously that God can unlock for you the mysteries of the universe.  He can show you the secrets of men’s hearts.  He can reveal the nature of a problem and give the solution.  Let the spirit of Daniel rest on you and give you the faith to believe the Lord for what everyone else says is impossible.

January 9

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 

and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” -- 9:10.

Daniel had wisdom because He knew how to get more wisdom.  He didn’t try to figure out Nebuchadnezzar or become an expert in psychology, nor did he read books on dreams or seek out experts on dream interpretation.  He also didn’t study Babylonian folklore or culture.  Daniel had wisdom because He knew the Lord.  The phrase “knew the Lord” didn’t pertain to the fact that Daniel was saved and going to heaven.  Daniel understood who the Lord was and how He worked.  Daniel was successful not because he was an expert in government, but because he was an “expert” in knowing how to pray to and hear from God.  That’s true wisdom.


When Daniel received revelation concerning the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped the source of that revelation:

Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his.  He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them.  He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning.  He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells with him.  I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers; you have given me wisdom and power, you have made known to me what we asked of you, you have made known to us the dream of the king (Daniel 2:20-23).


Daniel praised God for His wisdom and power.  He worshiped God because He had answered his prayer.  For Daniel then and for you now, wisdom isn’t an abstract thing. It’s not a body of knowledge to be studied and mastered.  For you, wisdom is a relationship.  It’s knowing the God of all wisdom, who then according to His mercy imparts that wisdom to those who ask.  Paul wrote, “who [Christ Jesus] has become for us wisdom from God” (1 Corinthians 1:30) and “in whom [Christ] are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3).


Do you need wisdom and understanding for your job, home, school, or neighborhood?  Then seek the Lord.  Continue to cultivate your relationship with Him.  Learn about Him and you will be building a bridge with the One who holds the key to your success.  In Jesus are hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  Get to know Him and you’ll discover those treasures as a miner discovers gold nuggets in the ground he mines. There’s no worship like that which follows God’s revelation.  Daniel praised God for answered prayer and the wisdom he received.  Let your praise be enhanced by the wisdom you find for your life as you seek to know the Holy One of Israel.

January 10

“Blessings crown the head of the righteous, 

but violence overwhelms the mouth of the wicked.” -- 10:6.

I sat down at my desk, looking for $25,000!  I had been assigned by the public relations association I belonged to the task of finding out what had happened in their accounting.  The bank statements were off, the former director had resigned, and a lot of questions were being asked.  I didn’t  know where to begin or what to do, so I prayed.  I prayed and God led me to the exact spot I needed to begin.  From there I unraveled a complicated (but not illegal) series of events that led to the shortage.


When I reported back to the State Board of Directors, they were amazed at how quickly I had found the problem.  They asked me how I had done it, and I told them I had prayed. They were dumbfounded, and then laughed nervously as people tend to do when you bring up spiritual things in a secular setting.  


When Daniel received the answer he was seeking, he too went before his own “State Board.”  When he went in, the king asked him if he [Daniel] could indeed tell the king not only the meaning, but the dream itself.  Daniel’s response showed his humility:

No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has asked about, but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries.  He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come.  Your dream and the visions that passed through your mind as you lay on your bed are these (Daniel 2:27-28).


Daniel gave glory to God for the answer he had received.  You need to do the same.  God is the source of all things.  James wrote, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows” (James 1:17).  Whatever you have is from the Lord.  He’s generous and bestows gifts and blessings on all.  There can be no room for pride when you see something that God showed you.


Yet God rewards His people for their obedience and faithfulness, and He will reward you with blessings that will crown your head.  Look what happened to Daniel:  

Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him honor and ordered that an offering and incense be presented to him.  The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery.”  Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on him (Daniel 2:46-48).  


Your God will reward you for being available to him as a righteous vessel.  Even though Daniel acknowledged that the interpretation was a gift from God, he was rewarded handsomely.  God desires to bless you as you become a source of His wisdom to a world that’s lost and without hope.  Seek His wisdom, credit the source, and watch God bless you in ways that will surprise you.

January 11

“When pride comes, then comes disgrace, 

but with humility comes wisdom.” -- 11:2.

Daniel interpreted the king’s dream and in that dream, there was a statue with a head of gold.  Daniel explained:  

“You, O king, are the king of kings.  The God of heaven has given you dominion and power and might and glory; in your hands he has placed mankind and the beasts of the field and the birds of the air.  Wherever they live, he has made you ruler over them all.  You are the head of gold” (Daniel 2:37-38).  

From there, Daniel went on to explain the other parts of the statue.


Nebuchadnezzar probably never heard the rest of the interpretation.  He got stuck on the head of gold, because that was who he was.  Nebuchadnezzar also never heard that God had made him the head of gold by giving him power and dominion.  Instead, this king began to think how great he was and pride quickly set in.


After that meeting, the king went to work.  “King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon” (Daniel 3:1).  If a head of gold was good, then Nebuchadnezzar felt a ninety-foot statue of gold would be even better!  So he went to work to produce a monument worthy of his glory.


The king ordered everyone to bow down and worship the statue.  His pride led him to idolatry.  When Daniel’s friends refused, Nebuchadnezzar ordered them burned alive.  His pride led him to murder.  He had the furnace heated so hot that the soldiers who threw Daniel’s friends in were burned up.  His pride led him to disregard the value of those around him who were serving his vision.  


The only way to get wisdom is through humility.  Pride only brings disgrace.  Pride clings to human nature and is often man’s toughest problem to overcome.  Even though Nebuchadnezzar was told that God had made him great, he believed that he was somehow responsible for his own greatness.  Jesus warned, “Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 18:14).


Daniel humbled himself, received wisdom, and was exalted.  Nebuchadnezzar exalted himself and was disgraced.  How about you?  Has pride crept into your walk?  Are you proud of your accomplishments and talents?  Are your feelings hurt when someone is promoted over you and that person seems less talented and deserving?  


If you want God’s wisdom, you must humble yourself.  You must empty yourself of self-importance and focus on God and His will.  If you humble yourself, then God won’t have to.  If you don’t, then God will do it for you.  Choose the humble road and be like Daniel.  Otherwise you will choose the road Nebuchadnezzar chose, and that leads only to disgrace.

January 12

“A man is praised according to his wisdom, 

but men with warped minds are despised.” -- 12:8.

When Nebuchadnezzar built his ninety-foot statue, his thinking was “warped.”  He did the wrong thing with the message from his dream.  You can assume that he wasn’t the most popular king, for he treated people with contempt and brutality.  You might also say that he was and still is despised and looked upon as a foolish man.


Yet the three men he threw into the fiery furnace ended up being praised and promoted.  They remembered that the beginning of wisdom is the fear of the Lord and they refused to bow down to the statue of gold.  When the angel of the Lord appeared in the fire with those three, everyone was amazed, including the king.  The king called them out of the fire, observed that they were safe, and proceeded to praise them according to their wisdom:

“Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants!  They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.  Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way” (Daniel 3:28-29).


The king certainly went overboard in his praise, but he was impressed nevertheless with their stand and consequent deliverance.  The wisdom of Daniel and his three friends wasn’t given for them to write books or teach seminars.  Their wisdom was to be applied in the arena of life.  When it was shown to be true and godly before all men, they were praised, promoted, and exalted above their fellow men.  Wisdom is such a precious commodity that it promotes its owner to the highest places.


Someone once said there are three kinds of people in life:  those that make things happen, those that watch things happen, and those that ask, “what happened?”  Into what category do you fit?  If you seek and get wisdom, then you’ll make things happen.  You’ll make a difference on your job, in your neighborhood and home, and in your church.  I’ve made a concerted effort to seek the Lord for wisdom.  That wisdom has delivered me from some tough situations and I’ve been praised for it.  You need to do the same.


O Lord, I ask you for godly wisdom as I serve where you have placed me.  I don’t want to think with a “warped” mind.  I want to speak and act with godly wisdom.  I ask you to teach me, like you did Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  I want to be like them in a crisis, not panicking but showing forth Your wisdom.  I promise to turn any praise I receive toward You, the source of all wisdom and understanding.  Amen.
January 13

“He who scorns instruction will pay for it, 

but he who respects a command is rewarded.” -- 13:13.

If I had a dream that was interpreted by a stranger and then saw three men survive a fiery furnace, I think I would have known that someone was trying to get my attention.  Nebuchadnezzar continued in his pride and arrogance, however, and “was at home in my palace, contented and prosperous” (Daniel 4:4).  The Lord, however, continued to pursue him and reveal Himself to the king.


After the dream and furnace incidents, the king had yet another dream.   This time he saw a tree, “large and strong and its top touched the sky; it was visible to the ends of the earth.  Its leaves were beautiful, its fruit abundant, and on it was food for all” (Daniel 4:11-12).  But then a messenger appeared in the dream with instructions to “cut down the tree and trim off its branches, strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit” (Daniel 4:13-14).  The stump of the tree stayed intact.  That stump was then drenched with dew and lived among the animals.


The king sought Daniel for an interpretation, and Daniel “was greatly perplexed for a time, and his thoughts terrified him” (Daniel 4:19).  He continued, 

“You, O king, are that tree! . . . You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven. . . . Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my advice:  Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed.  It may be that then your prosperity will continue” (Daniel 4:22, 25, 27).  


Today’s verse warns that he who scorns and ignores advice will pay for it, and that’s just what happened to the king.  He ignored Daniel’s advice and made no changes in his life.  One day he was surveying his kingdom and in his pride said:  “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?” (Daniel 4:30).  Instantly he was reduced to a madman, crawling around on all fours, living outdoors away from men, and eating grass.  After seven years, his sanity was restored and he made the following declaration:

“His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation.  All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing.  He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth.  No one can hold back his hand or say to him:  ‘What have you done?’” (Daniel 4:34-35).


Don’t learn the hard way that it’s not good to ignore advice.  Listen to the counsel of others who are capable of giving godly counsel.  The promise is that those who respect a command are rewarded.  Don’t be like the king and harden your heart, but rather be open to the God who, in His mercy, wants to see all prosper and come to the knowledge of Him and His will.

January 14

“The house of the wicked will be destroyed, 

but the tent of the upright will flourish.” -- 14:11.

While Nebuchadnezzar eventually came to confess the Lord as sovereign over all, his son Belshazzar did not.  This son sponsored a drinking party for his friends when he became king and “gave orders to bring in the gold and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken from the temple in Jerusalem. . . . As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone” (Daniel 5:2,4).  


Not only did the king show disrespect for the holy utensils, but he mocked the God of heaven with his idolatry.  The king had a surprise visitor to his party, however:  

Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the lamp stand in the royal palace.  The king watched the hand as it wrote.  His face turned pale and he was so frightened that his knees knocked together and his legs gave way (Daniel 5:5-6).  


At first, perhaps everyone thought they were just drunk and seeing things, but this was no hallucination.  No one could interpret what the writing on the wall meant, and panic set in.  It’s interesting that the queen was the one who suggested that the king find Daniel.  That says Daniel wasn’t serving in the king’s court at the time.  He had been demoted or fired after Nebuchadnezzar had died.  After all his faithful and superior service, this young king had ignored him as he built his royal administration.  


Today’s verse, however, promises that the tent of the upright will flourish.  Daniel may have been temporarily put aside, but his tent was about to prosper once again.  What’s more, the house of the wicked was about to be destroyed.


The king summoned Daniel to interpret the writing, promising him gifts and a promotion for doing so.  Daniel told him to keep his gifts, but he did interpret the writing.  He said:

But you his [Nebuchadnezzar’s] son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself, though you knew all this.  Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven.  You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your nobles, your wives and your concubines drank wine from them.  You praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand.  But you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life and all your ways. Therefore he sent the hand that wrote the inscription (Daniel 5:22-24).


That night, the king was assassinated and his kingdom given to another man.  Don’t fret if the you’ve been demoted for a season and it appears that the wicked are prospering.  Today’s verse contains a powerful promise that God personally fulfills.  The tent of the upright will flourish in the long run, so don’t despair.  Continue to be faithful, and God will bring you from the lowest depths to a place of honor.

January 15

“A gentle answer turns away wrath, 

but a harsh word stirs up anger.” -- 15:1.

The man walked past the pulpit where I was standing, went to the table behind me, threw down his notes in disgust, and stormed out of the chapel.  I had just finished preaching the opening message at a weekend retreat for prison inmates, and this man was furious.  I watched him go and then continued to talk with the other men who were there.


A few minutes later I turned around and the man who had gotten so angry was standing right behind me.  I didn’t realize it was him at first, and naively asked, “How did you enjoy the message?”  That gave him the opportunity to let me have it.  He began yelling and was none too kind to my message, delivery, and theology.  All the while he was fuming, I was thinking of today’s verse.


I made up my mind to listen to the man.  I refused to cross my arms or do anything with my body language that would say I was on the defensive.  I quietly asked him questions to help clarify what he was saying.  Part of me wanted to smack him, and another part just wanted to walk away.  But I spoke gently and looked him right in the eye.  Gradually his tone calmed down and eventually we parted with a handshake.  After promising never to return, he was back for the next day’s sessions.


Gideon understood this principle long before today’s verse was penned.  At the direction of the Lord, Gideon had just routed the Midianite army with only three hundred men!  They were pursuing their enemies when a group of Ephraimites approached Gideon and said, “’Why have you treated us like this?  Why didn’t you call us when you went to fight Midian?’  And they criticized him sharply” (Judges 8:1).


Now Gideon could have said a lot of things in response.  He could have told them that the Lord didn’t want to use them and that he was just following the Lord’s command.  He could have complained that he took the risk in battle and now they were fussing at him.  Instead, he responded gently:  

“What have I accomplished compared to you?  Aren’t the gleanings of Ephraim’s grapes better than the full grape harvest of Abiezer?  God gave Oreb and Zeeb, the Midianite leaders, into your hand.  What was I able to do compared to you?”  At this, their resentment against him subsided (Judges 8:2-3).


One of the most difficult things to do is not react to someone who is angry with you.  If they begin to raise their voice, the tendency is for you to raise yours as well.  What started out as a disagreement can quickly turn into a full-scale battle.  I have found this to be especially true at home, where everyone tends to be “real.”  


Anyone can get into a argument, but it takes godly skill to avoid one.  Determine today not to react when someone comes on strong.  See if a gentle answer doesn’t soften their approach.  Take today’s practical approach and make it part of your daily relations with people.  Defusing a hostile situation can be tough, but it’s pleasing to God when you’re able to do so.

January 16

“Better to be lowly in spirit and among the oppressed 

than to share plunder with the proud.” -- 16:19.

Yesterday Gideon entered the picture as we looked at his response to his angry brothers.  It would be good to study this man’s life for the next several days, and learn from his experiences.  Remember, “everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope” (Romans 15:4).  As we study Gideon, I pray you’ll be encouraged to endure and find hope.


In Gideon’s day, Israel was in a tough place.  They had sinned and God had turned them over to the wrath of their neighbors.  “Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites, and other eastern peoples invaded the country.  They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing” (Judges 6:3-4).  


Israel cried out to the Lord, and He sent a prophet to rebuke them for their disobedience.  But He also sent an angel to Gideon, and Israel’s deliverance was about to begin.


“When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, ‘The Lord is with you, mighty warrior’” (Judges 6:12).  At the time, Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress, trying to hide from the Midianite food thieves.  Gideon’s response was blunt:  “’But sir,’ Gideon replied, ‘if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us?  Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about?’” (Judges 6:13).  If God is with us, he was saying, why are things so bad?  Why isn’t He helping us more if He is with us?


Gideon had lost perspective.  Things were so bad that he was in a “famine mentality.”  He was just trying to get by, and wasn’t concerned with the Lord or his spiritual heritage.  The angel called him a mighty warrior, but he saw himself as just a poor farmer trying to eke out a meager existence.  His proud enemies were prospering, and he would just as soon have been with them than suffering with God’s people.


Today’s verse tells you that it’s better to have a right heart and be in a tough place, than to share plunder with the proud.  Gideon was mighty because God was with him.  The same is true for you.  You may be in a “famine mentality,” wondering where the Lord and all His miracles are.  You may be thinking that it would be better to be somewhere else, sharing some of the plunder with the proud.  The fact that He’s with you, however, makes you a mighty warrior.  “God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6).


“If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31).  That’s the lesson Gideon was about to learn.  It’s the lesson you need to learn as well.  Times may be tight and things pressing in, but a right heart attitude and God’s presence bring you above the times.  Begin to see that your might comes from who is with you, and not the circumstances you are in.  If you can see that, then you will indeed be a mighty warrior as Gideon.

January 17

“He whose tongue is deceitful falls into trouble.” -- 17:20.


We were battling it out in what one pastor referred to as “the arena of truth.”  Things had been building up between my wife and me, and a time of airing things out was at hand.  I spoke first and in no uncertain terms let her know how I felt about some things.  She took her turn and did the same.  This went on for several hours.  An amazing thing happened, however, when we had both emptied ourselves of what was on our hearts.


I suddenly saw what my wife was saying.  I saw how wrong I’d been and began to ask forgiveness.  At the same time, she began to see and do the same.  That intense session ended in peace, and I learned a valuable lesson about communication between two people.  If you’re both committed to speak and listen to the whole truth (as each sees it), then the real truth has a chance to break through.  If one or the other holds back, then the chances of coming to grips with reality are limited.


Today’s verse warns against a deceitful tongue.  A deceitful tongue says one thing, but means another.  You can use a deceitful tongue with men and even with God.  Take Gideon, for example.  The angel appeared to him and announced a greeting.  But Gideon spoke his heart.  There was no deceitful tongue in him.  In essence he said, “If God is with us, why are things so bad?”  His perspective was wrong, but his tongue was honest.  He concluded, “But now the Lord has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian” (Judges 6:13).


“The Lord turned to him and said, ‘Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand.  Am I not sending you?’” (Judges 6:14).  Gideon was still not impressed and spoke honestly though inaccurately:  “’But Lord,’ Gideon asked, ‘how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family’” (Judges 6:15).  Notice that the Lord didn’t rebuke Gideon or withdraw from him.  He accepted him right where he was and continued to reveal to him the truth of Gideon’s situation:  “The Lord answered, ‘I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites together’” (Judges 6:16).


Don’t ever be afraid of speaking with honesty to the Lord.  Just be ready for the Lord to speak honestly to you.  If you’re willing to have a dialogue and not just a monologue with God, then God welcomes your honesty.  In fact, your honesty prepares the way for His truth.  Remember also that your perspective isn’t the final or correct one. It’s yours, however, and you should present it and not try to present one that you think the Lord would want you to have (especially if it isn’t what’s really in your heart).  Be like Gideon, and be honest.  But then hold on for the honesty and truth that will come back your way. 

January 18

“He who answers before listening -- 

that is his folly and his shame.” -- 18:13.


Finally I realized that the Lord was trying to get my attention.  Since my ministry position had been phased out, I was sitting at home, praying about what to do.  For three months, my friend had been inviting me to come pastor his church in Orlando.  I turned down his invitation three times, but now I saw that the Lord was directing me there.  Wanting to be sure, I asked for, and received, clear confirmation.


In some sense, Gideon was in the same place that I was.  While beating out wheat in the winepress, perhaps Gideon was thinking of how he could deliver his people from their oppressors.  Suddenly a stranger appeared and promised to go with Gideon to empower him to be that deliverer.  So 

Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to me.  Please do not go away until I come back and bring my offering and set it before you.”  And the Lord said, “I will wait until you return” (Judges 6:17-18).


Gideon suspected that he was speaking with the Lord Himself, but he also wanted to be sure.  So he ran off and brought an offering of food and laid it at the strangers feet. It’s noteworthy that he brought food to offer in the midst of a food shortage.  

The angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on this rock, and pour out the broth.”  And Gideon did so.  With the tip of the staff that was in his hand, the angel of the Lord touched the meat and the unleavened bread.  Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat and the bread. And the angel of the Lord disappeared.  When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the Lord, he exclaimed, “Ah, Sovereign Lord!  I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face!”  But the Lord said to him, “Peace!  Do not be afraid.  You are not going to die” (Judges 6:20-23).


Gideon followed the advice in today’s verse:  He didn’t answer before he had listened and was sure.  Israel’s deliverance was important, and he wanted to make sure that he had heard from the Lord before he acted.  Notice that the Lord wasn’t offended by his request for confirmation.  The Lord waited for him to return, accepted his offering, and then provided the necessary proof that it was indeed the Sovereign Lord who was commissioning him.  


In fact, the Lord helped him in his quest by telling him to wet down the food.  The Lord knew that when the soggy food was consumed by fire, Gideon would know he was dealing with the Lord.  You also need to be sure that it’s the Lord speaking to you.  If you suspect that God is directing you, then ask Him to confirm it in the clearest terms.  Don’t be afraid to ask for something significant before you act on a major decision.  The Lord doesn’t mind confirming His word, and you will need and rely on that confirmation later during times of doubt or trouble.

January 19

“A foolish son is his father’s ruin . . . .” -- 19:13.


After the Lord called Gideon, He directed his attention to the condition of his father’s household.  

That same night the Lord said to him, “Take the second bull from your father’s herd, the one seven years old.  Tear down your father’s altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it.  Then build a proper kind of altar to the Lord your God on the top of this height.  Using the wood of the Asherah pole that you cut down, offer the second bull as a burnt offering” (Judges 6:25-26).


It seems that Gideon’s family had engaged in the idolatry prevalent in Israel.  Gideon’s father had his own altar to Baal and Asherah.  If you have any family who don’t know the Lord, you understand how tough it is to confront the error of their ways.  They know you so well and tend to dismiss what you say or do. 


The Lord wanted Gideon to confront and tear down his family’s idols, and he, like most sons, was hesitant to do so:  “So  Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the Lord told him.  But because he was afraid of his family and the men of the town, he did it at night rather than in the daytime” (Judges 6:27).  Gideon hoped to do the will of God anonymously -- he wanted to be God’s undercover agent.


But he was discovered:  

In the morning when the men of the town got up, there was Baal’s altar, demolished, with the Asherah pole beside it cut down and the second bull sacrificed on the newly built altar!  They asked each other, “Who did this?”  When they carefully investigated, they were told, “Gideon son of Joash did it” (Judges 6:28-29).


The people were angry and demanded that Joash, Gideon’s father, do something about what his son had done.  Gideon’s bravery and obedience to the Lord, however, turned his father’s heart:  

But Joash replied to the hostile crowd around him, “Are you going to plead Baal’s cause?  Are you trying to save him?  Whoever fights for him shall be put to death by morning!  If Baal really is a god, he can defend himself when someone breaks down his altar” (Judges 6:31).


Today’s verse says a foolish son is his father’s ruin.  In Gideon’s case the opposite was true -- the wise son was his father’s salvation.  Gideon’s father defended his son from the attacks of the crowd.  Because of Gideon, Joash started to come back to his senses.  You may have family members who are far from the Lord.  Continue to pray for them.  Don’t be intimidated by them, but realize that you have a unique position from which to affect them for the Lord.  The obstacles may seem to be large, but have courage.  Your boldness may be the very thing that will win them all to Jesus.

January 20

“It is a trap for a man to dedicate something rashly 

and only later to consider his vows.” -- 20:25.

The mechanic saw us coming and had to be thinking, “Not them again!”.  I had gone with one of the single ladies to help her purchase a used car.  When we found one, everything seemed to indicate that this car was “from the Lord.”  But after she got it, it had been nothing but problems.  In looking back, I realized that I had rushed her while we were looking (to get the whole thing over with), and she also wanted a new car as quickly as possible.  We had declared that car as “holy” and later had to reconsider our “vows” as we pulled into the mechanic’s shop for the umpteenth time.


Gideon didn’t fall into the same trap and was in no hurry to declare that he was on a mission from God.  He had asked the Lord for a sign when the angel appeared to him at the winepress.  Now Gideon was asking for even more evidence that the Lord was with him.  He wanted to know before he went to war that he wasn’t walking in deception:

Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand as you have promised -- look, I will place a wool fleece on the threshing floor.  If there is dew only on the 
fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will know that you will save Israel by my hand, as you said.”  And that is what happened.  Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed the fleece and wrung out the dew -- a bowlful of water (Judges 6:36-38).


Gideon wasn’t going to fall into the trap discussed in today’s verse.  He wasn’t going to be rash, only to later regret his commitment.  As he proceeded, he asked the Lord for proof of His call and purpose.  After the water was on the fleece and not on the ground, Gideon asked for one more sign:

Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be angry with me.  Let me make just one more request.  Allow me one more test with the fleece.  This time make the fleece dry and the ground covered with dew.”  That night God did so.  Only the fleece was dry; all the ground was covered with dew (Judges 6:39-40).


It’s amazing how patient the Lord was with Gideon during this time.  God wanted to confirm for Gideon what His will was so that Gideon would be strengthened for the battles that were ahead.  And Gideon didn’t want just ordinary confirmation before he gave his vow to proceed.  He asked God for the impossible before he would go to the next step.


Your God is an awesome God who can do anything.  When you’re at a crossroads and aren’t sure which way to turn, ask the Lord for confirmation.  Choose something that will prove to you that the Lord is directing you.  Once you have your proof, then move in confidence and without fear, using the proof as incentive to carry out the will of God with speed and certainty.

January 21

“The horse is made ready for the day of battle, 

but victory rests with the Lord.” -- 21:31.

Now Gideon was ready, or so he thought.  He had three miraculous confirmations of the Lord’s call.  Having torn down his father’s altar, he erected a new one for the Lord. He assembled 32,000 fighting men and pitched camp, waiting for further orders.  Those orders, however, proved to be totally unexpected:

The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men for me to deliver Midian into their hands.  In order that Israel may not boast against me that her own strength has saved her, announce now to the people, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’”  So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained (Judges 7:2-3).


Gideon’s army was reduced by almost 70 percent!  But he still had a large fighting force, and maybe thought himself better off without those who were fearful.  The Lord, however, wasn’t finished.

But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still too many men.  Taken them down to the water, and I will sift them for you there.  If I say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.’”  So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the Lord told him, “Separate those who lap the water with their tongues like a dog from those who kneel down to drink.” Three hundred men lapped with their hands to their mouths.  All the rest got down on their knees to drink (Judges 7:4-6).


So now Gideon’s army was reduced from 32,000 to 300!  “The Lord said to Gideon, ‘With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you and give Midian into your hands’” (Judges 7:7).  Gideon had his horses and riders prepared for battle, but the victory belonged to the Lord.  God was prepared to save Israel and wasn’t ready to share the glory of His victory with Gideon or his men.  The same is true in your life as today’s verse reminds you. 


When you think you have figured out how God is going to act, He usually does the unexpected.  When you think you know where the money is going to come from, God brings it from a totally unexpected source.  When you think you know how God is going to deliver you, He makes you wait a little longer and uses means you thought impossible.  By doing this, God keeps your focus on Him so that you can’t say you had anything to do with the outcome.  Stop trying to figure God out, and stand in His promise that you’ll be victorious.  Then stand back and see God move in ways you never thought possible.       

January 22

“Teaching you true and reliable words, 

so that you can give sound answers to him who sent you.” -- 22:21.

Gideon and his 300 soldiers went to sleep that night with mixed emotions. At the start of the day, they had been part of a 32,000-man army.  Now there were only 300 commandos, hand-picked by the Lord to defeat the Midianites.  Perhaps they were honored to have been chosen, but the odds had definitely changed, and it seemed like the Midianites were in a much stronger position.  Everyone else had gone home, and now they were left alone with their thoughts and fears.


The Lord knew they needed further confirmation, so He decided to encourage them:

Now the camp of Midian lay below him in the valley.  During that night the Lord said to Gideon, “Get up, go down against the camp, because I am going to give it into your hands.  If you are afraid to attack, go down to the camp with your servant Purah and listen to what they are saying.  Afterward, you will be encouraged to attack the camp.”. . . Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a friend his dream. “I had a dream,” he was saying.  “A round loaf of barley bread came tumbling into the Midianite camp. It struck the tent with such force that the tent overturned and collapsed.”  His friend responded, “This can be nothing other than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite.  God has given the Midianites and the whole camp into his hands” (Judges 7:8-11, 13-14).



Today’s verse states that the Lord will give you true and reliable words so you can have confidence.  “When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped God” (Judges 7:15).  Returning to the camp with confidence, he awakened his band of 300 and encouraged them.  He was able to give them “sound answers” because of what the Lord had showed him in the Midianite camp.


The Lord understands you and all your needs.  David wrote, “As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him; for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust” (Psalm 103:13-14).  The Lord knew when Gideon needed instruction and encouragement, and He knows when you need it, too.


Don’t fret over guidance.  If you’re facing a major decision, you aren’t alone.  The Lord knows your fears and confusion.  He’s able to direct, confirm, and adjust your course.  Put your complete trust in Him and then move according to what He shows you.  Gideon returned to the camp confident, knowing what God wanted him to do.  The Lord wants you to have that same confidence as you do His will, and will do whatever it takes for you to know that He’s with you as you go.

January 23

“For their Defender is strong; 

he will take up their case against you.” -- 23:11.

When the Lord goes to battle, there’s no need for smart bombs, lasers, or stealth bombers.  He’s capable of winning without any help from technology or man.  Calling Gideon to deliver His people, the Lord sent more than 31,000 troops home.  He used three hundred men to prove the truth of today’s verse -- the Lord defends His people by His strength.

Gideon and the hundred men with him [he had divided them into three companies] reached the edge of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just after they had changed the guard. They blew their trumpets and broke the jars that were in their hands. The three companies blew the trumpets and smashed the jars.  Grasping the torches in their left hands and holding in the their right hands the trumpets they were to blow, they shouted, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!”  While each man held his position around the camp, all the Midianites ran, crying out as they fled. When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the Lord caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords.  The army fled to Beth Shittah toward Zererah (Judges 7:19-22).


Gideon’s army didn’t even have to fight!  The confusion caused by the trumpets and jars smashing threw the Midianites into a panic, and they started killing one another.  As they fled, Gideon called the people throughout the countryside to pursue and overtake them.


Paul wrote, “The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom” (2 Timothy 4:18).  Jude wrote about “him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy” (Jude 24).  The psalmist wrote, 

“’Because he loves me,’ says the Lord, ‘I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name.  He will call upon me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him.  With long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation’” (Psalm 91:14-16).


What glorious news!  Your God is able to protect and defend you and has the power to preserve you.  

If God is for us, who can be against us?. . . Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? . . . No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us (Romans 8:31,35,37).  


Gideon was a conqueror and you are too, through the power of your mighty God.  He’s a great Defender, and will take up your case against any who come against you.  Armed with that good news, you can face your enemies knowing that God is on your side!

January 24

“Know also that wisdom is sweet to your soul; if you find it, 

there is a future hope for you, 

and your hope will not be cut off.” -- 24:14.

The Arabs were talking tough and Russia was siding with them.  The Middle East was about to explode, or so I thought shortly after I met the Lord.  I had read a few books about Biblical prophecy, and they both fascinated me and made me pessimistic.  I stopped praying for our government since I thought it was evil and of the antichrist.  Furthermore, I looked at any established institution as evil and part of the world system that was going to be destroyed.  


Then the Lord began to change my perspective.  I stopped looking for proof of the end of the world in everything I read and stopped criticizing anyone who saved money or planned for the future.  I began to realize that every generation has felt it was the one that would see the return of the Lord.  While we are closer today to His return than any other generation, there’s no way of knowing for sure.  I came to understand that the best way to be prepared for His coming wasn’t by looking at the newspaper but rather by doing His will.


A passage that helped me during this time is found in Jeremiah’s letter to the exiles in Babylon.  This group had been carried off by Nebuchadnezzar after his first siege of Jerusalem.  Far from home in a land that they undoubtedly hated, they received the following instructions from Jeremiah:

Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.  Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters.  Increase in number there; do not decrease.  Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.  Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper. . . . “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” (Jeremiah 29:5-7,11).



For those in exile, it must have seemed like the end of the world.  But the Lord directed them to be optimistic and have hope.  The Lord is saying the same to you today. Today’s verse says that if you find wisdom, it will help secure your future and you’ll not be cut off.  If those exiles could have hope, how much more can you?  Not only did he command them to have hope, but also instructed them to pray for their captors.  Don’t take an adversarial posture toward the world or society, and don’t be a “doom and gloom” believer.  Walk in hope and pursue wisdom.  Wisdom will help secure your future and cause you to see things from the Lord’s perspective.  When you see that, it will bring a bright, fresh outlook to your life and walk.

January 25

“These are the proverbs of Solomon, 

copied by the men of Hezekiah king of Judah.” -- 25:1.

As a teenager, I tried on numerous occasions to read the Bible and remember a time when I had a booklet that only contained Paul’s first letter to Corinth, complete with commentary and pictures.  I thought this booklet was just what I needed to help me read.  It turned out to be no different than any other time I tried to read the Bible, however, as I fell asleep reading it.  Not only did I fall asleep on it, but also wrinkled it beyond repair!  When I surrendered my life to the Lord a few years later, He gave me a hunger for His word that hasn’t been satisfied for more than 20 years!


There was a time in the life of Israel that they too fell asleep on the word of God and didn’t read it.  The nation and the temple were unclean and the people were lax in their service to God.  But a revival took place under King Hezekiah, and the nation began to serve the Lord according to His word:  

Hezekiah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem twenty-nine years. . . He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord. . . .When they had assembled their brothers and consecrated themselves, they went in to purify the temple of the lord, as the king had ordered, following the word of the Lord (2 Chronicles 29:1-2, 15 emphasis added).


After they cleansed the temple, they offered sin and burnt offerings, the Levites played instruments and sang the words of David, the people worshiped, and the nation celebrated the Passover for the first time in many years.  They had a revival and it was according to the word of the Lord.  The king and priests must have studied the Law and been diligent to carry out what it said.


Someone during this revival undoubtedly discovered the proverbs of Solomon and undertook to copy and preserve them.  Hezekiah ruled 200 years after Solomon, so these proverbs were probably unavailable and neglected during those years.  Yet the revival touched the nation so deeply that it began to recapture its heritage, and Solomon’s proverbs were a part of that.  This revival was a work of God’s Spirit and the word of God.  But someone worked very hard to copy Solomon’s writings in order to pass them on to future generations.


How deep is your commitment to the Word of God?  How much time do you spend reading the Word compared to watching television?  How many books written about the Bible do you read during a given year?  Are you growing in the knowledge of the Word of God?  Are you praying for revival?


Revival will come from the word of God.  It takes place as people desire to know God’s will as it’s revealed in His word and then set out to do it.  Let’s focus on the word of God over these next few days.  Accept the challenge that the Lord is issuing to become even more committed and absorbed in His word and its commands.  Be like Hezekiah’s men and work to make the word of God the guiding light in your life and the lives of those after you.  

January 26

“A malicious man disguises himself with his lips, 

but in his heart he harbors deceit.” -- 26:24.

The disciples were gathered around the table with Jesus for what was to be their last meal together.  Jesus shocked them by making a startling prediction:  “’You will all fall away,’ Jesus told them, ‘for it is written:  ‘I will strike the shepherd and the sheep will be scattered.’  But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee’” (Mark 14:27-28).


The disciples were unaware of what was ahead and what was truly in their hearts.  “Peter declared, ‘Even if all fall away, I will not’” (Mark 14:29).  Peter, as was his habit, spoke boldly and was the first to declare his loyalty.  “’I tell you the truth,’ Jesus answered, ‘today -- yes, tonight -- before the rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three times’” (Mark 14:30).  Peter still wouldn’t trust the word of Jesus.  Instead he trusted his own deceitful heart:  “But Peter insisted emphatically, ‘Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.’  And all the others said the same” (Mark 14:31).


Peter wasn’t the only one who disguised himself with his lips.  Perhaps none of the disciples believed that it would come down to a “deny him or die” situation, so they made brave statements.  Or perhaps they really believed what they were saying.  In any case, within a matter of hours they had all fled and Peter had denied the Lord three times.  God knows the heart of men.


He knows your heart as well.  Knowing it better than you do, He has provided something to help you know the truth of what’s there -- the word of God.  Consider this from the writer of Hebrews:  “For the word of God is living 

and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).


The word of God is living and “active.”  The Greek word for active is “energes,” from which we get our word “energy.”  The Word is a divine energy that enters your heart.  Like a computer virus that gobbles up information when it’s introduced, the Word consumes those things in the heart that are contrary to its will.  The Word doesn’t just feed the mind but also judges your thoughts and attitudes.  That makes it a powerful book.  You can read a passage and it can judge you as selfish, greedy, or a liar.  It can do that because it’s alive and active -- it’s more than just words on a page.


Peter and the others didn’t know how to rely on the word of God.  They rejected its truth where they were concerned to their own pain.  Don’t be like that.  Don’t disguise what’s in your heart by using religious phrases and clichés.  Let the living Word search your heart and life.  Give it access to every area -- your speech, thought life, giving habits, and attitudes.  When you do, it has the power not just to reveal the truth, but to change you into what that truth represents.  

January 27

“He who is full loathes honey, 

but to the hungry even what is bitter tastes sweet.” -- 27:7.

What a world we live in!  Technology has changed life dramatically.  There are more books, magazines, and newspapers (not to mention compact discs, videos, and audio tapes) at our disposal than at any time in history.  Cable television and satellite dishes give us hundreds of channels to choose from.  Computers and the internet put worlds of information at our fingertips.  Has all this information, however, really improved man and his spiritual life? In some ways it has deadened him, for the constant bombardment of messages has dulled him to those that are really important.


Today’s verse refers to this dilemma.  It tells you that those who are “full” hate even the sweet taste of honey.  You can be so full of information and messages that you have no room for the word of God.  I noticed a few years ago that I had too many things going into my mind and heart.  Making an effort to cut back, I tried to give the Word the position it rightly deserved.  I haven’t always been successful, but I have made the effort.


Ezekiel had this experience when the Lord called him to the ministry:  

Then I looked, and I saw a hand stretched out to me.  In it was a scroll, which he unrolled before me. On both sides of it were written words of lament and mourning and woe.  And he said to me, “Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; then go and speak to the house of Israel.”  So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat.  Then he said to me, “Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach with it.”  So I ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth (Ezekiel 2:9-3:3).


The word of the Lord tasted sweet to Ezekiel.  Even though it was a hard word, it was the word of God nonetheless.  He wasn’t too busy, nor were his taste buds ruined by the taste of other scrolls.  Jeremiah did the same thing, for he said:  “When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s delight, for I bear your name, O Lord God Almighty” (Jeremiah 15:16).  He too ate the word of God, and it was a delight for him.


Where do you stand with the word of God?  Is it as sweet as it once was, or have you developed a taste for other “foods”?  Do you enjoy the Bible or do you eat it?  Do you read to feed your mind, or do you digest it so that it becomes a part of your life and being?  Take steps to reduce your intake of sports, fiction, music, or movies, and then replace them in your diet with the sweet taste of the word of God.

January 28

“If anyone turns a deaf ear to the law, 

even his prayers are detestable.” -- 28:9.


It was the hardest thing my friend ever had to endure.  Being active in prison ministry, he had ministered to a believer on death row.  They became good friends and the inmate opened many doors for ministry with the others on death row.  All the inmates and my friend prayed and worked to get the execution overturned.  The day of reckoning came, however, and all their efforts were for naught as this man was executed in the Alabama electric chair.


At one time in his life, this death-row inmate had turned a deaf ear to the law of God and man.  He had taken someone’s life.  He was sentenced to death and, even though there were unusual circumstances surrounding his case, he had to pay the penalty.  His prayers were ineffectual in having his sentence overturned.


Today’s verse speaks to that dilemma.  If you turn a deaf ear to God’s laws, your prayers are hindered.  God’s law is contained in the Bible, so there’s a strong relationship between the Bible and prayer.  For instance, Peter wrote to husbands:  “In the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers” (1 Peter 3:7 emphasis added).  He gave added incentive for husbands to obey God’s will in the home -- if they don’t, God won’t listen to them when they pray!


As you would expect, Jesus spoke to this connection between the word of God and prayer:  “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.  This is my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples” (John 15:7-8).  If the words of Jesus are in you, then you can ask what you wish (according to the will of God) and it shall be done for you.  That’s a powerful promise.  But if that’s true, then so is the converse -- if His words don’t abide in you, then what you ask won’t be done.


The psalmist wrote, 

Come and listen, all you who fear God; let me tell you what he has done for me.  I cried out to him with my mouth; his praise was on my tongue.  If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened; but God has surely listened and heard my voice in prayer.  Praise be to God, who has not rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me! (Psalm 66:16-20 emphasis added).  


The writer knew that sin would hinder prayer.  The good news is that the word of God confronts and has the power to eradicate sin.  When that happens, your prayer line to the Lord remains open.


Open your ear to the law of God.  The study of God’s word is just as important as your prayer life.  In fact, the Word prepares you for a more powerful prayer life as you are filled with the knowledge of God’s will.  Don’t let your life be either study of the Word or prayer.  Let your life be balanced between the two, knowing that they feed off each other.  If you do, your prayers will be answered in many exciting ways and you will grow in the knowledge of God!

January 29

“The poor man and the oppressor have this in common:  

the Lord gives sight to the eyes of both.” -- 29:13.

The headlines in the Jerusalem Times would have read something like this: “Religious Leader and Prophet Dead Three Days.  Followers Try to Figure Out What Went Wrong.”  Of course, there was no newspaper in Jesus’ day, but that could have been the headline had there been one.  As the two disciples walked on the Emmaus road, “they were talking with each other about everything that had 

happened.  As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him “(Luke 24:14-15, emphasis added).


Today’s verse says that the Lord gives sight to everyone.  That’s true of both natural and spiritual sight.  On the Emmaus Road, the two men were kept from recognizing him. The Lord chose to “blind” them for a time.  Unaware of who was with them, they walked on as Jesus questioned them about His death.  


Finally, 

He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!  Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?”  And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself (Luke 24:25-27).  

One Bible teacher has commented how wonderful it would be to have the tapes from that discussion!


Arriving at their house, Jesus went in to eat with them.  When He took bread and broke it, “their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight.  They asked each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?’” (Luke 24:31-32).  


First their eyes had been blinded, but now their eyes were opened to see the truth in the Word.  They saw Jesus who had been there all along because the Lord gave sight to their eyes.


If you are to comprehend the word of God, you must have your eyes opened as well. Who better to open them than the One who created them.  The psalmist understood this and wrote, “Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law” (Psalm 119:18).  You should be praying that very prayer, as well as the one that Paul penned:  “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints” (Ephesians 1:18).


The Bible contains what you need for life and godliness.  But you can’t just determine to understand it by picking it up and reading it.  The same Spirit who wrote it must open your heart and eyes to comprehend it.  Let your prayer be that the Lord, who gives sight to the eyes of everyone, will open your eyes to behold the great things contained in His word.  Approach the Word with humility and God will exalt you with revelation and understanding as He did for the disciples on the Emmaus road.

January 30

“This is the way of an adulteress:  She eats and wipes her mouth 

and says, ‘I’ve done nothing wrong.’” -- 30:20.

Those statistics couldn’t be correct, I thought, but there they were, in black and white.  A study reported that fifty percent of all recently married couples had lived together for some period prior to marriage.  Fifty percent!  When my wife and I discussed this, we began to list all the couples she knew from work or who had visited our church, all of whom were indeed living together.  We concluded that maybe the study was right.


It’s no surprise that there are no standards of behavior in our modern society. Today’s verse speaks to that very problem -- a woman does wrong and then brazenly denies any wrongdoing.  That’s typical of the world we live in -- wrong is right and right is wrong.  There are no standards because the word of God has been eliminated as a source for those standards.  The Ten Commandments have become the “Ten Options,” and many are opting not to obey their directives.


Paul warned that 

the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  But you, keep your head in all situations (2 Timothy 4:3-5).  

The way to keep your head in all situations is to align your life with the word of God.  Any other standard is a myth and leads down the wrong road.


The psalmist asked, “How can a young man keep his way pure?”  He answered his own question, “By living according to your word” (Psalm 119:9).  The writer went on to pray and make some vows that you would do well to speak out as well: 

I seek you with all my heart:  do not let me stray from your commands.  I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.  Praise be to you, O Lord; teach me your decrees.  With my lips I recount all the laws that come from your mouth.  I rejoice in following your statutes as one rejoices in great riches. I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways.  I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word (Psalm 119:10-16).


Don’t accept standards that are the creation of modern myths.  Let the word of God be, as the Psalmist wrote, “a lamp to my feet and a light for my path” (Psalm 119:105). Walk on solid ground and stay away from the quicksand of modern morality.

January 31

“Lest they drink and forget what the law decrees, 

and deprive all the oppressed of their rights.” -- 31:5.

There are generally two categories of churches.  The first are Word churches -- they are strong in the Word and defend the Bible as the inspired and inerrant word of God.  Some call them “Bible thumpers” because they preach with power and conviction.  The second are Spirit churches -- they are strong in the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  They are “holy rollers” who tend to be more exuberant in worship, believing in prophecy and other public manifestations of the Spirit’s power.


Word churches usually need more “spirit,” and the spirit churches usually need more “word.”  Today’s verse speaks to the tendency to drink something that can distort the supremacy of the law in one’s life.  I have seen some so taken with the gifts and the power of the Spirit that they allow the word of God to take a secondary role as they are led by prophesy.  “The Lord spoke to me” is their favorite phrase.


Now I believe that the Lord speaks to people, but He never speaks anything contrary to His Word.  You can’t “drink” anything that perverts your ability to discern God’s word; it must be given the highest place in your life to guide and instruct you.


Peter wrote in his second epistle of being on the Mount of Transfiguration with Jesus.  While there, Peter spoke prematurely and tried to erect tents for Jesus, Elijah, and Moses.  In 2 Peter 1:16-19, he wrote about that experience (emphasis added):  

We were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.  And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.


Peter said he heard the voice of God affirm Jesus on that mountain.  Then he said that we have the word of the prophets made more certain.  He’s saying that the written Word is supreme.  You can be led astray by “voices” but the Word is more certain, and you do well to heed its every command.  As we close this month, make a new commitment to the word of God.  Let it be your guiding light.  There’s still time this year to read the entire Bible.  Purchase some study guides, do more in-depth study, and memorize some verses.  Make this year the year of the Word in your life and house, and combine your spiritual gifts with a strong foundation from the word of God.



Dr. John W. Stanko


