YOUNG PEOPLE AND PURPOSE

The Bible speaks to everyone, young and old, about finding God’s purpose for each life.  The purpose message resonates in the hearts and minds of young people all over the world, and no wonder it does.  The Bible is full of stories of young men and women who knew and pursued the will of God—their purpose—at an early age.  Let’s examine some of them to see what we can learn:

1. Joseph.  Joseph was 17 years old when he had his two dreams (see Genesis 37:2, 41:46-48, 45:6).  Eventually he went on to rule the known world after he saved his family and the world from famine.  

2. Moses.  Moses’ pursuit of purpose began much earlier as we learn in Exodus 2:1-3.  Moses parents refused to destroy their son when they saw God’s purpose on their baby’s life. Moses went on to reward their faith, but purpose started for Moses at birth. 

3. Samuel.  Samuel’s purpose journey began before he was ever conceived, for his mother Hannah “gave Samuel to the Lord” before she even knew whether she could have children (see 1 Samuel 1:10-11). Hannah made good on her vow, delivering her small child to Eli, where he would live in the house of the Lord (see 1 Samuel 1:24).  While living there, one night Samuel heard the voice of God. (1 Samuel 3:8-10). Samuel progressed from that encounter with the Lord as a boy to be a judge and prophet over Israel.

4. David.  When Samuel came to Jesse’s house to anoint one of his sons as king, he could not find the candidate among the sons who were presented (see 1 Samuel 16:11-13).  David was the youngest son, presumably a teenager, and God anointed him to be the king.  He spent the next 25 years getting ready for the throne and, when he got the crown, he was the greatest king Israel ever had.  It all started, however, when he helped run the family business as the youngest of eight sons.

5. Daniel.  Daniel was a young man of great promise, but he was delivered to Babylon after Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem (see Daniel 1:3-5). Daniel went to Babylonian university and quickly distinguished himself as an interpreter of dreams and man of wisdom. Before long, he was promoted at a young age to be ruler over the entire Babylonian province (see Daniel 2:48-49).  From there, Daniel went on to have a distinguished career as a Babylonian official.  But it all started when, as a young man, he was chosen to serve in the court of the king.

6. Mary.  Most believe that Mary was a teenager when Gabriel, a magnificent heavenly being, appeared to her to announce that she would have a child (see Luke 1:28).  The Lord was with this teenage girl, entrusting her with the job of giving birth to and raising the Son of God.  God had faith in this young girl, just as He has faith in other young women and men today to do His will. 


So don’t sell any young person short where purpose and the will of God are concerned.  God is able and willing to use the young, and the Church should learn to do so as well. 

