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EFFECTIVENESS: CLARIFYING YOUR PURPOSE 

IN LIFE – Part One
I. Introduction

A. My story

B. My journey

C. Everyone wants to know their purpose.

This is the true joy of life, the being used for a purpose recognized by yourself as a mighty one . . . the being a force of nature instead of a feverish, selfish little clod of ailments and grievances complaining that the world will not devote itself to making you happy – George Bernard Shaw.

II. Acts 6:1-7

A.      Effectiveness means being full of power to

achieve results.
B.      To be effective you must know your purpose.
“This is our purpose: to make as meaningful as possible this life that has been bestowed upon us; to live in such a way that we may be proud of ourselves; to act in such a way that some part of us lives on” – Oswald Spengler (1880-1936), Philosopher

III. Personal Purpose

A. Jesus:  seek and save the lost ( Luke 19:10.

Let us think about the narrowness of Jesus.  He set definite boundaries for himself; he shut himself up within contracted limitations, and in this sense he was narrow.  How narrow was the circle inside of which he did all his work? He lived his life in Palestine, a little country no larger than Connecticut. . . If his field was contracted, so also was the character of his work: He only tried to do one thing.  There were 1,000 good things which a good man in Palestine might have done, but he left 999 of them unattempted and confined himself to the one thing which he believed his heavenly father had given him to do – Jesus – The Same, author unknown

B. Paul: gospel to the Gentiles ( Acts 26:12.

C. Peter: gospel to the Jews Galatians 2:7.

D. John the Baptist: prepare the way of the Lord – Matthew 3:3.

IV. How to Define Your Purpose

A. Seek the Lord – Proverbs 2:2-4.

Do not lose heart even if you must wait a bit before finding the right thing. Be prepared for disappointment, also! But do not abandon the quest – Albert Schweitzer.

B. Don’t overlook the simple things – Acts 9:36-42.

Doing what you love, whether it is having children, working in a profession, being a nun, being a journalist, is all-encompassing, all-engrossing, it is like a great love affair occurring every day.  It is not fun, not games, not winning or losing, not making money or having your 15 minutes on television.  It is what no one can take away from you.  It is pure joy – Georgia Anne Geyer, journalist.

C. Be willing to work ( 1 Corinthians 15:10.

V.      Questions to ask yourself

A. Can I describe my purpose in one short, concise statement?  If so, what is it?

B. What would I do with my life if money weren’t an issue?

C.  Is there anything I do that causes me to forget what time it is and to not notice if I’m hungry?

D. What activities in my life have brought me the greatest joy and fulfillment?  Am I happy now?  Why or why not?

MY LIFE’S PURPOSE

I surrendered my life to Jesus Christ on May 18, 1973.  

The next day I received His call to “give my life to full-

time service.”  From that, I have come to realize that my 

life’s purpose is to “bring order out of chaos”

 wherever the Lord chooses to send me.  A verse to 

help define this purpose is found in Genesis 1:2:

“Now the earth was formless and empty, 

darkness was over the surface of the deep, 

and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”



Dr. John W. Stanko


