Dear Friends,

Well the phone is working at the moment so I hope it lasts long enough to send email. The news from Zimbabwe is not a rosy picture I am afraid.  Zimbabwe is experiencing severe challenges at this time.

Death is everywhere.  I have been told that our normal burial rate at one cemetery in Harare before hospitals closed was 10 a day and now it is 50 a day.  The high density areas are depressing places where trash and sewage are everywhere and one can hear the wailing of funerals daily.  The rural areas are full of starvation and cows, (which represents their wealth) are being traded one cow for 200 kgs of wheat.  A cow that takes years to grow is equivalent to a few meals.  Cholera is claiming lives and shows no sign of stopping.  Until clean water is restored and the sewage and trash is contained, the source of disease is still there.  Prisoners are dying of starvation as they perhaps get a meal of sadza without anything or not even a meal.  The likelihood of schools opening and functioning normally in two weeks is minimal as the pay for teachers is less than that for a maid.  I am expecting to keep the kids home and give them extra lessons.  I don’t expect it to get better soon as the economy has gone to US dollars and the majority of people cannot afford food.

I got some money at the beginning of December and provided food for 28 families.  The food cost around $30 or so for each family and it was probably enough for about 2 to 2 ½ weeks if they had nothing else at home.  I go to the grocery store and without buying any meat I can spend $60 for some basics.  The prices in the shops are not possible for the ordinary citizen.  Those who can are still shopping in the neighboring countries.  My car can’t make it anymore so I mostly buy in the country now.

Last Sunday we had 122 kids in children’s church.  Education and food will need to be provided for them plus materials for church.  I don’t have a plan yet for some of the older girls.  The economy is having a toll on the kids I had for camp last year.  One girl, age 14, is now “married” and probably pregnant.  Another girl has disappeared from home.  Another, age 15, has a boyfriend and is now pregnant also.  With the disruption of the schools, kids have too much time on their hands.  The kids are hungry so they end up with older men.  It is devastating to watch.  So I am watching the disruption of lives close up and I am sure this is being repeated across the country.

A friend attended a funeral on Christmas Day.  The child was a year and a half and was a casualty of our medical system.  She was malnourished and needed a transfusion plus platelets.  The child was given too much blood and no platelets and bled to death.  The staff just isn’t there.

Another friend went on a walk yesterday with her son.  They found a man under a tree that had been mugged and beaten.  They reported him to the police but the police were busy sorting out a woman who they found naked and tied up, also in the same area.  These people were both in the suburbs of Harare near where I live.  I can’t imagine what is occurring in the more vulnerable areas.  We need help.  The need is great, the stories are many.

Please continue to support us through prayer and finances.  Some of you possibly can do more than that.  We need money and supplies to keep people alive.  I know there is a downturn in the world’s economy.  A lot of people here are dependent on those outside of the country that have been affected by the recession.   If you are connected to any non-profit organizations that can help, please advise.  Thank you so very much.

Have a prosperous and successful New Year.  May God give you all the desires of your heart.
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Kids at Food Distribution
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Christmas Party for Kids at Church

