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October 1

“Then they will call to me but I will not answer; 

they will look for me but will not find me.” --1:28.


Today is the beginning of a new month.  On the first of the month, I try to determine an area I can study the coming month.  What spiritual discipline can I work on?  I look at my prayer life one month at a time.  How was my prayer life last month?  What steps can I take to improve it?  With that in mind, why don’t you and I embark on a 31-day study of prayer, starting today?


What if you began praying, however, and the Lord didn’t answer?  To think that you could call on the Lord and He would not respond is a sobering thought.  We’re a people who expect the Lord to hear and answer.  Moses asked the people, “What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to Him?” (Deuteronomy 4:7 emphasis added).  That’s our experience and it’s a wonderful heritage. 


Today’s verse does warn, however, that conditions may be right for the Lord not to respond.  Isaiah wrote, “Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts” (Isaiah 55:6-7).  There is a time when the Lord “may be found.”  He makes Himself available to you by His grace.  If you choose not to respond to Him, over time He may make Himself less accessible.


Isaiah urged the people to seek and forsake -- seek the Lord and forsake evil.  Your prayer life must be one of seeking Him and His face only.  Jeremiah wrote to the exiles, “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). David instructed his son Solomon, 

“Acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the Lord searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts.  If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever” (1 Chronicles 28:9).


Your seeking must be wholehearted for the Lord to take notice.  The good news is that “the Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth” (Psalm 145:18).  Let this month be a month when you seek the Lord with all your heart.  Put aside any hindrance to your seeking, and do nothing that would risk the Lord turning a deaf ear to you.  Be like King David when he said, “Your face, Lord, I will seek. Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your servant away in anger” (Psalm 27:8-9).


Set this month aside as “seek the Lord” month.  Don’t take for granted that the Lord hears and answers.  Renew your efforts to seek His face, and keep a record of what you pray, hear, and see.  Set aside some days for prayer and fasting.  Get off by yourself for an entire day this month to do nothing but pray.  This is a day of new beginnings.  Let it begin with a renewed commitment to prayer.

October 2

“And if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding. . . .” -- 2:3.


My grandmother had a picture of Jesus hanging in her hall.  It was a portrait of an angelic-looking man with brown, flowing locks and an illuminated look.  When I was young, I thought it was an actual picture of what Jesus looked like.  That image of Jesus has been duplicated in Hollywood movies many times over as Jesus is constantly portrayed as a meek, gentle-looking man with long hair and a holy countenance.  I wonder if that picture of Jesus hasn’t done more harm than good.


Jesus was God, but He was also a man, who probably worked as a carpenter.  He was human in every way except sin.  The movies that show Jesus floating over the ground, barely touching it with his feet, are not accurate.  This image has caused people to emulate that style, mistakenly thinking it to be holy and correct.  


You can read in the Gospels that Jesus was a man of prayer, staying up all night to pray on several occasions.  If Jesus fulfilled His earthly mission by relying on His being God, then why the need to stay up all night?   Was He just enjoying the Father’s fellowship?  Perhaps, but I doubt if that alone would cause Him to miss a night’s sleep.  I believe that Jesus stayed up all night doing what today’s verse encourages you to do -- call out and cry aloud to the Father.


“One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God.  When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles” (Luke 6:12-13).  It seems that Jesus stayed up all night calling out for wisdom to know whom He was to choose.  If Jesus did that, do you suppose that you will need to do it also?  When faced with a difficult decision, will you get by with any less than Jesus?


The writer of Hebrews paints a more accurate picture of Jesus than my grandma’s old portrait ever could:


During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions 
with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he 
was heard because of his reverent submission.  Although he was a son, 
he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he 
became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him (Hebrews 5:
7-9).


Learn to pray like Jesus prayed.  Shout out and cry, seeking the Lord with all the energy you can muster.  Don’t be religious -- and don’t try to copy that picture.  Be yourself and call out to God.  You will be heard when you call out and cry aloud to the God who hears and can save.

October 3

“In all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will make your paths straight.” -- 3:6.


I frantically felt through my pockets, only to realize that it wasn’t there.  Then I looked through everything I had worn recently but to no avail.  I’d lost my favorite pen.  It was a gift and had sentimental value.  Finally and as a last resort,  I prayed and asked the Lord to help me find it.  Several days later it turned up in some out-of-the-way place.  I had acknowledged my dependence on the Lord, and He had heard my request and helped me.


You may feel that a pen isn’t worth praying for and God has more important things on His mind than my possessions.  I see it another way.  I’m dependent on God for everything.  He’s my provider, protector, and helper.  I realize my need for Him more than ever.  I’ve prayed for godly spouses for my children since they were babies.  I’ve prayed for His help as I study.  I’ve sought Him for wisdom to know where to get my car repaired.  Today’s verse says to acknowledge Him in all your ways, and I’ve consistently, although often imperfectly, tried to do that.


Paul wrote to the Philippian church, 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:6-7).


I studied this passage in the Greek and the word “anything” literally means “anything.”  “In everything” means “in everything”!  There’s no hidden meaning there.  Paul told them (and you) to pray in every situation.  By doing so, you acknowledge your dependence on God, and He works to straighten out the paths before you that may seem crooked.


One of the beautiful by-products of a fruitful and comprehensive prayer life is peace -- not just any peace, but the peace that passes all understanding.  This peace makes you think, “Why am I so peaceful now?  Things are pressing in, yet I have confidence and rest.” That’s the kind of peace that comes from presenting your requests to God.  If you lack peace and are anxious, have you really dispatched that burden to the Lord in prayer?  


If your paths are crooked before you and you can’t see where you’re going, this is no time to pray what I call “now-I-lay-me-down-to-sleep” prayers.  This is no time to be timid or immature in prayer.  You must acknowledge your need for Him in the strongest terms.  That will take time and energy.  If you’ll make your needs known, He will straighten your paths and you’ll have peace.  This is a great deal -- you trade anxiety and crooked paths and He gives peace and grace.  Make the trade today.

October 4

“Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction; 

pay attention and gain understanding.” -- 4:1.


Whilst it be true that none but the One who inspired the Holy Scriptures 
can open to any of us their hidden depths and rich treasures, yet it is also 
true that He places no premium upon sloth.  It is the prayerful and 
meditative reader who is rewarded by the Holy Spirit’s illumination of the 
mind, giving him to behold wondrous things out of God’s Law.  ‘The soul 
of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing; but the soul of the diligent shall 
be made fat’ (Proverbs 13:4).  If, then any verse of Scripture is really to 
speak to our hearts, there has to be not only a crying unto God for the 
hearing ear, but there must be a girding up the loins of our minds and a 
careful pondering of each word in the verse.*


It’s not enough to cry out to God for wisdom.  You must learn to listen for the answer.  It may come through circumstances, another person, a book, or through the written word of God.  Today’s verse commands you to listen and pay attention.  That requires a quieting of the spirit that blocks out all distractions.  It also requires a diligence in seeking that focuses your energies toward God and His voice.


Perhaps your Bible reading isn’t as fruitful as you would like.  Maybe you read a passage dutifully, only to reach the end and realize that you didn’t understand or remember what you read.  Do you go back and re-read it?  Or do you press on due to time restraints, only to skim over the next verses as well?  Part of your prayer life is to pray over the Word of God.  You must learn to listen to what the Lord is saying to you from the Word of life.     


David wrote, 

My heart is not proud, O Lord, my eyes are not haughty; I do not concern myself with great matters or things too wonderful for me.  But I have stilled and quieted my soul; like a weaned child with its mother, like a weaned child is my soul within me (Psalm 131:1-2).  


David said his soul was composed like a weaned child.  That has meaning if you consider what an unweaned child is like.  Have you ever seen a two- or three-year old that is still on mother’s milk?  When that child wants to be fed, it reaches and grabs for its mother in a demanding way that is sometimes embarrassing to watch.  


When you want something from the Lord, you can act the same way.  You can grab and claw at God, talking so much that you fail to listen.  You can be so preoccupied with your needs that you find yourself unable to concentrate on hearing God’s voice.  You’re so anxious about your problem that you read through the Word but it doesn’t penetrate.  


Determine today to compose your soul and don’t act like a unweaned child. Take your time as you pray and read, listening for the voice of the Lord.  Pay attention, for your answer may be before your very eyes.

*Arthur L. Pink, The Life of David, 1981, page 345.

October 5

“My son, pay attention to my wisdom, 

listen well to my words of insight.” -- 5:1.


“Your yard looks wonderful,” my neighbor said.  “It’s so much better than when you moved in.”  When we moved in, our yard was a sea of weeds and dead grass.  Due mostly to my wife’s efforts, it’s now green with pretty flower beds and a lot less weeds.  My wife likes flowers and a well-landscaped yard.  When I hear the word “landscaping,” I hear work and I try to distance myself from them both.  I was unable to escape all of the work, however, and had to give myself to some weeding and fertilizing.  


Jesus talked about giving ourselves to the same -- weeding and fertilizing -- if we’re to listen and hold onto God’s word.  In Matthew 13, Jesus taught the parable of the sower, which would perhaps better be called the parable of the four soils.

“A farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. . . .  When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart.  This is the seed sown along the path” (Matthew 13:3-4,19).


The first problem with listening or receiving the seed of the Kingdom is busy-ness. The seed falls on the path, and that path tends to get worn down by activity.  It’s unfit to grow anything because there’s so much foot traffic there.  Since the seed is constantly jostled and kicked around, it can never take root.  When this happens, the evil one is able to come and steal away the seed.  The problem is not with the devil -- it’s his job to steal the word.  The problem is with you. because you allowed conditions to be favorable for him to come and steal.  You were too busy to hold onto what the Lord was trying to show you.


Jesus went on to describe the second soil condition.  

“Some [seed] fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil.  It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had not root. . . .  The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy.  But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time.  When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away” (13:5-6, 20-21).


The second problem with listening is the trouble that can come with it.  The Lord can show you some pretty scary things -- give away what you have; do something you know will offend non-believing (or even believing) family, friends, or business associates; or publicly admit some wrongdoing.  When you pray for wisdom and get it, it can scare you to death.  What you at first received with joy, can be given away to the scorching sun of trouble and you may find yourself in a worse predicament -- having rejected God’s solution to your problem.  


Determine to deal with your soil so that you can get and hold on to God’s word.  As you pray this month, also work on your ability to retain your answers.  Let your busy paths see new growth and let your shallow soil have depth so that God’s word won’t be stolen or scorched. 

October 6

“How long will you lie there, you sluggard?  

When will you get up from your sleep?” -- 6:9.


Every day “it” is on my to-do list, assigned the primary place above all else.  I write down prayer on my list, yet it stays on my list undone more times than I care to admit.  Since I’m not a morning person, I enjoy lying in bed after I awake, especially when it’s cold outside.  I’m more of a night person, and often I “put off” prayer until later.  The only problem is that often “later” never comes.


The Biblical evidence for praying early in the morning is overwhelming, yet simple.  The pressures of the day haven’t begun and morning time is freer from distractions.  Consider these verses:

· “In the morning, O Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation” (Psalm 5:3).

· “Evening and morning and noon I cry out in distress (Psalm 55:17).

· “Awake, my soul!  Awake, harp and lyre!  I will awaken the dawn” (Psalm 57:8).

· “In the morning I will sing of your love” (Psalm 59:16).

· “In the morning my prayer comes before you” (Psalm 88:13).

· “Awake, harp and lyre!  I will awaken the dawn” (Psalm 108:2).

· “I rise before dawn and cry for help” (Psalm 119:147).

· “Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love” (Psalm 143:8).


David wrote all but two of those verses.  It’s obvious that he was in the habit of getting up early, before sunrise.  


Ernest B. Gentile, in his book Awaken the Dawn!, outlines the reasons for praying early:  “For me a consistent early morning prayer schedule provides the answer to all four of these hindrances [to prayer]:  time pressure, administrative jumble, weakness of the flesh, and lack of fresh content [in prayer].”#  Andrew Murray wrote, “If I commit myself for the day to the Lord Jesus, then I may rest assured that it is His eternal almighty power which has taken me under its protection and which will accomplish everything for me.”+


As you commit to prayer this month, get out of bed earlier.  Don’t be a sluggard in God’s eyes.  Set two alarm clocks or have someone call you to help get you up.  Maybe you need to go to bed earlier.  Another suggestion would be to read either of the two books quoted above.  Do what you must to establish an early-morning prayer time.  Don’t let your bed rob you of prayer, but let your prayer life rob you of sleep.  Sleep may rest the body, but prayer rests the soul.  You need your spiritual rest, so get up and pray!  

#Ernest B. Gentile, Awaken the Dawn! (Portland, OR:  Bible Temple Publishing, 1990), pages 16-20.

+Andrew Murray, The Prayer Life (Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, new edition 1988), page 15.

October 7

“Keep my commands and you will live; 

guard my teachings as the apple of your eye.” -- 7:2.


The day before yesterday we began to discuss the parable of the sower as it related to prayer.  We saw that it could also be referred to as the parable of the four soils.  We read about the first two types of soil.  Let’s now consider the other two.


“Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. . . .  The one who received the seed among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful” (Matthew 13:7, 22).  


The Word of God has a lot of competition in our heart.  It’s often one voice among many.  There’s a duty voice, a family voice, a guilt voice, a business voice, and a self voice.  All these speak to you about their own interests and put pressure on you to do certain things.  


The parable pays special attention to the deceitfulness of riches as it chokes out God’s word.  You may not have much money and feel that this doesn’t pertain to you.  But the verse isn’t talking about a lot of money.  You can be so anxious over money, retirement, rent and car payments, debt and the like that you can’t hear the voice of God! It doesn’t refer to large amounts of money -- it refers to the cares of life that issue from any amount of money.


Then the parable finishes with the final soil type:

“Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop -- a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. . . .  But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it.  He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown” (13:8; 23).  


The Lord wants you, according to today’s verse, to keep His teaching as the apple of your eye.  He expects you to prepare your soil to receive His commands, understand them, and allow them to bear fruit.  That’s one goal of your prayer life.  


Deal with your soil.  How much do money matters cause you anxiety?  Are you uptight with your business, rising early to get the jump on your competitors?  Have the cares of this life -- car, children, spouse, house, and even church problems -- choked out God’s voice?  Have you allowed good things to consume you and keep you from your Lord?  Then start today to weed and fertilize.  Whatever soil type you have, deal with it accordingly; let your busy paths replenish themselves; let your shallow soil grow deeper; and pull out your weeds and thorns.


Let your focus this month be on seeking God’s face, and don’t let anything interfere with that.  You can be sure that things will try.  Treat them like weeds and cut them off at the root.  Allow nothing to hinder your ability to receive God’s seed.  Guard yourself and your relationship with the Lord.  Keep Him as the apple of your eye, and you will yield a crop, 30, 60, or even 100 times what was sown.  Your prayer life can bring that kind of return, if you take the time to cultivate it faithfully.

October 8

“Listen, for I have worthy things to say; 

 I open my lips to speak what is right.” -- 8:6.


The restaurant was filled as usual with lunch traffic.  I had arrived early to get a seat, and saw the church member I was to meet coming through the front door.  He sat down at our booth, and immediately said, “I almost canceled because I knew you were going to ask me, ‘What is the Lord saying to you?’ I haven’t heard anything, but we still need to talk.”  This man knew me well, for I usually begin each pastoral session with the same question, “What’s the Lord saying to you?”


The Lord is always “broadcasting.”  Is your antenna up and radio on?  He wants to speak to His people as a group and individually.  I always try to summarize in my own mind what the Lord is saying to me, and I can usually find a key phrase, ministry gift, habit, verse, or flaw about which the Lord is speaking.  Can you say the same?


Many verses in the book of Proverbs tell you to “listen.”  Why would you be told to listen unless you could actually hear?  Isaiah wrote about listening: 

How gracious he will be when you cry for help!  As soon as he hears, he will answer you.  Although the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, your teachers will be hidden no more; with your own eyes you will see them.  Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it” (Isaiah 30:19-21).


You should spend as much or more time listening in prayer as you do speaking. After all, prayer is communication, and effective communication is never one-sided.  Zechariah and Elizabeth, parents of John the Baptist, found this out.  They were praying for a child even though they were old.  They persevered and one day Zechariah went into the temple to offer incense.  As he did, 

an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.  When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear.  But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard” (Luke 1:11-13).  


His prayer had been heard and God was responding.  It was time for Zechariah to listen.  The angel told Zechariah that they would have a child, but this great man of God didn’t believe the angel’s report!  He was comfortable with speaking to God, but didn’t know how to listen and receive.  His discipline was, “Now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this [John’s birth] happens” (Luke 1:20).  Zechariah would lose his ability to speak to God until he learned how important it was to listen to God.  You must learn the same lesson.  


Are your prayers stagnant?  Maybe God is treating you like Zechariah.  You have lost your ability to talk so you’ll learn how important it is to listen.  Open your ears and pay attention to what the Lord is saying.  And if you’re praying for answers, don’t fall into unbelief when they come.  Expect a response, for the Lord has many wonderful things to say to you. 

October 9

“Come, eat my food and drink the wine I have mixed.” -- 9:5.


Above the clatter of dishes and noise of conversation, I’ve carried out some of my most effective pastoral ministry.  It’s common for me to meet those I pastor for breakfast or lunch in a local restaurant.  That gives us a chance to eat, enjoy some fellowship, and dialogue over some problem or opportunity.  Today’s verse invites you to a restaurant for some food prepared by someone else.  No, it’s not actual food for the stomach, but it can be food for the soul.


Jesus’ disciples came to Him one day and asked, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples” (Luke 11:1).  Both John and Jesus taught their disciples to pray.  You may also need to learn how to pray.  The good news is that there’s an abundance of “food and mixed wine” for you to feast on.  The feast consists of the prayers contained in the Bible.


One of my favorite prayers is found in Ephesians 1:17-19:

I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.

That’s a great prayer that you can pray for yourself, family, or friends at any time. 


Another great prayer is found in Colossians 1:9-10:  

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.  And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way. 

That passage is “wine and food,” for it represents an inspired prayer that is still effective.


Another favorite is in Hebrews 13:20-21:

May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ.

I regularly pray that prayer for the people I pastor.


I have an assignment for you.  Begin to collect prayers found in the Bible and begin to use them in your prayer life.  Substitute specific names where a “you” is used and pray them for yourself or others.  Add these prayers to your prayer list and keep adding to your collection.  These prayers are indeed the “food and mixed wine” of wisdom.  As you collect, realize what a rich storehouse you have of Biblical prayers.  If they were good enough for Paul and the early Church, they should be good enough for you.  Dig in and enjoy the rich feast that has been prepared just for you.

October 10

“The lips of the righteous nourish many. . . .” -- 10:21.


I wasn’t at all encouraged.  The church I pastored was struggling, finances were tight, and the pressure of ministry was overwhelming.  At my lowest point, however, the Lord sent me a phone call that encouraged me.  During this call my friend simply informed me that he had been praying for me all week.  What a blessing to know that the Lord had put me on his heart.  I can only imagine how much worse the week would have been without those prayers.


Your lips have the ability to nourish and sustain many people.  First, you can encourage them, telling them how much you appreciate them and their work.  You can find something positive that will strengthen them.  The writer of Hebrews wrote to “encourage one another daily” (Hebrews 3:13).  That’s one way that your lips can nourish many.


The second way, however, is through your prayer life.  The apostle Paul knew the value of this nourishment, and he was constantly asking for it.  He told the Colossians, whom he had never met, to “devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.  And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ” (Colossians 4:2-3 emphasis added).  He asked the Thessalonians to “pray for us” (1 Thessalonians 5:25 emphasis added).  He asked them also to “pray for us” that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you.  And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith” (2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 emphasis added).  


Paul asked the Ephesians to 

Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth,, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains.  Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should (Ephesians 6:19-20 emphasis added).

Finally, the writer of Hebrews (who I believe was Paul) also asked the brethren to “pray for us” (Hebrews 13:18 emphasis added).


You have the ability to nourish many, even if you don’t say a word to them.  You can pray and they will be sustained.  If you don’t have a list, put one together of all the people you need to pray for on a regular basis.  Don’t rely on your memory.  And remember what you learned yesterday.  Use the prayers found in the Bible -- even the ones discussed today -- as you pray for those on your list.  


You can make the difference in someone’s life, and prayer can make that difference.  Paul also wrote to “pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints” (Ephesians 6:18). Take Paul’s command seriously and start nourishing people from the bread line of your own prayer life.

October 11

“Through the blessing of the upright a city is exalted, 

but by the mouth of the wicked it is destroyed.” -- 11:11.


Television cameras and reporters were everywhere and excitement crackled in the air.  I was famous, and my political career was on the rise.  Having just been elected a Model Cities Commissioner, I was a hot item.  I had an interest in urban affairs, and this was to be my spring board to bigger and better things.  To my dismay, however, the election results were thrown out over a technicality, and I lost the next election by nine votes!  What a short-lived career!


Shortly after that I met the Lord, and my entire life changed.  From that time, politics has been a closed door for me, but my burden for cities is still alive.  I now understand how I can better be a blessing to the area in which I live.  That blessing is released through prayer.


Paul wrote Timothy about this very topic:  “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone -- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness” (1 Timothy 2:1-2).  


Paul told Timothy to pray for the political leaders.  I doubt if leaders then were any more righteous than today, but that wasn’t the point.  Paul wanted people to pray for the leaders, because he knew the truth of today’s verse:  Only righteous people who pray can exalt and bless the area in which they live.


There’s a feeling among many that politics is a dirty business.  Corruption and inefficiency have led many to abandon any hope for the political arena.  But regardless of the spiritual condition of leaders, we are to pray for them.  We are to bless them and the city in which we live and worship.  


Jeremiah had to deal with this same issue.  He wrote to the Jewish exiles who were living in the land of Babylon to pray for that city:  “Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.  Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper” (Jeremiah 29:7).


Those to whom Jeremiah wrote had been forcibly removed from their homes and relocated to Babylon.  They had no love for this pagan, idolatrous city in which they now lived.  But Jeremiah instructed them to pray.  If he told them to do that, can you and I do any less?  


Your prayer list should include a list of the local officials in your city or town.  You should be praying for the mayor, council, police chief, school board, and other local officials.  Expand that list to include state and national politicians.  Both Paul and Jeremiah knew that by praying for them to prosper, the church and its members would prosper as well.  Don’t take an apathetic or adversarial posture toward your political leaders.  Pray for them, and you’ll be doing the will of God.  

October 12

“Diligent hands will rule, but laziness ends in slave labor.” -- 12:24.


I was lying on my face before the Lord, crying out over my lack of spiritual fruit.  I wasn’t leading many people to the Lord and the church wasn’t growing.  With some self-pity and a whole lot of self-righteousness, I was reminding the Lord how hard I had worked and how diligent I was.  Answers to problems are seldom complex, and the Lord spoke into my heart a simple statement that morning:  “You don’t have more fruit because you don’t pray.”


That was it.  I was not praying.  I didn’t heed what Samuel had said to Israel, “Far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by failing to pray for you” (1 Samuel 12:23).  James wrote, “Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins” (James 4:17).  I knew to pray; I wanted to pray and had seen prayer answered, but I wasn’t praying.  Because I wasn’t diligent to pray, I was in “slave labor.”  I was in bondage to my calendar and duties.  Today’s verse says I was lazy.


Wesley Duewel wrote:


There is probably no single sin that you and I ought to acknowledge with 
deeper shame than the sin of prayerlessness.  Perhaps never in the history 
of the church have we church leaders and our congregations been busier 
and more organized in church activity.  But where is the power that 
attracts the unsaved, that causes them to tremble in the presence of God, 
that brings them to real repentance and transformed lives, and that then 
makes them a part of an actively witnessing community?  Being busy is not 
enough.  

Never has the cause of God needed more visible illustration of the possibilities and power of prayer than does the church in our age.  It is prayer power that makes saints and that produces holy character, ethical living, and fruitful witnessing.  God forgive our prayerlessness and call us again to a life of prevailing prayer.

Jesus longs to save you from a defective spiritual life and a defective prayer life.  He must become more personally real to you.  You must value His infinite love more than ever before.  You must reciprocate His longing for communion with you.  Be willing to take time to share His prayer burden with Him as He intercedes at the right hand of the Father.  The resurrected, enthroned Lord Jesus, your great Intercessor, through His Holy Spirit, will teach you the life and power of prayer. May the Spirit fill you with the spirit of intercession.*


What an awesome privilege and responsibility to “share His prayer burden.”  Join forces with the great Prayer Warrior today and be diligent to rule on your knees in prayer.

*Wesley L. Duewel, Mighty Prevailing Prayer (Francis Asbury Press:  Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1990), pages 34-35.

October 13

“The sluggard craves and gets nothing, 

but the desires of the diligent are fully satisfied.” -- 13:4.


Yesterday we talked about being lazy and prayerless.  I want to see many things happen in the Lord, but my tendency is not to take the time to pray.  If I do, I want to pray just a few times and see results.  I don’t want to prevail in prayer over a long period of time.  Today’s verse speaks to that tendency.  I’m spiritually lazy sometimes, but I want to see and have a lot of things.  My desires will never be fully satisfied if I don’t pray.


Jesus encouraged His followers to pray.  

Keep on asking and it will be given you; keep on seeking and you will 
find; keep on knocking (reverently) and the door will be opened to you.  For every one who keeps on asking receives, and he who keeps on seeking finds, and to him who keeps on knocking it will be opened.  Or what man is there of you, if his son asks him for a loaf of bread, will hand him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will hand him a serpent?  If you then, evil as you are, know how to give good and advantageous gifts to your children, how much more will your Father Who is in heaven (perfect as He is) give good and advantageous things to those who keep on asking Him!(Matthew 7:7-11, Amplified).


The Amplified Version captures the true meaning of Jesus’ words.  Those who keep on asking will receive what they ask.  This speaks of a diligent and persistent prayer life that focuses on the object and prays until an answer is received.  God likes this kind of persistence.  He is not offended.  In fact, He hides Himself at times to draw you into a life of persistent prayer.  Jesus encouraged such prayer:

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.  He said: ‘In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men.  And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’  For some time he refused.  But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually wear me out with her coming.  And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says.  And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night?  Will he keep putting them off?  I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly.  However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth? (Luke 18:1-8).


Will the Son of Man find faith in you when He returns?  Will He find you crying out to Him diligently?  Will you be found asking, seeking, and knocking?  The desires of the diligent prayer warrior will be fulfilled.  Press into God today, and determine to seek Him as long as it takes to get “justice.”  Don’t give up, but be diligent and see the salvation of God.

October 14

“. . . knowledge comes easily to the discerning.” -- 14:6.


In high school, I enjoyed biology class.  My favorite part was dissecting various creatures.  I still remember taking apart a worm, starfish, and of course, a frog.  One or two students would get sick, others would dread the experience, but I loved the whole process.  There was no doubt that when we were done, we no longer had a frog or worm, just the parts thereof.


Some believers treat prayer like I treated that dissected frog.  They analyze its parts and “take prayer apart” in such a way that they have nothing left when then are through.  They have the components of prayer, but they don’t have prayer.  If a teaching on prayer doesn’t lead you to pray more effectively, then you don’t have much of a teaching.  You can so analyze prayer and the correct way to pray that you are uptight about the “how’s” and “why’s” of prayer.


Prayer isn’t complex.  It’s talking with the Father and listening for His direction and response.  There’s no “wrong” way to pray.  As you mature in the Lord, your prayer life will mature as well.  But along the way, don’t be uptight over the “how to’s.”  Jesus taught His disciples how to pray.  He taught them to pray out of their relationship with their Father, but He didn’t give them a formula.  Too many have taken the Lord’s prayer and been content to pray it word for word.  That isn’t prayer, but rather the pattern for prayer.


Paul wrote to the Roman church, “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express” (Romans 8:26).  Your prayer life is to be Spirit-led.  Often you don’t know how or what to pray in a given situation, but the Spirit is ready and willing to lead you if you will allow Him the freedom to direct your prayer life.  


When I pray, I try to listen for the Spirit’s leading.  One day I’ll focus a great deal of time on one subject; on other days, I feel impressed to pray for the people I pastor by name.  When someone’s name or face comes to mind during the day, I assume that the Spirit wants me to pray for them and I try to hear what He wants me to pray.  Today’s verse tells you that knowledge -- even about what to pray -- is easy for the discerning.  If you learn to discern the Spirit, your prayer life will dramatically improve.


Start out by confessing that you don’t know how to pray.  Acknowledge your weakness and.ask the Spirit to direct you as you pray.  From that point, what comes into your mind and heart in most cases will be from the Spirit of God.  Learn to be less rigid and more flexible as the Spirit directs your prayer, and your prayer life will take on new vigor and strength.

October 15

“The Lord is far from the wicked, 

but he hears the prayer of the righteous.” -- 15:29.


When I first moved to Florida, the state experienced a terrible drought.  There was very little rain for almost an entire year.  Water levels were so low that car washing was banned and a rationing system was enforced to control lawn irrigation.  Stricter restrictions were about to be implemented when the rains finally came.  That drought taught me how I took rain for granted.  Now when it rains, I try to thank God for His provision.


That year in Florida with little rain was a minor inconvenience, however, when compared to the drought that came on the land during Elijah’s ministry.  James tells us, 

The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  Elijah was a man just like us.  He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops (James 5:16-18).  


What a dramatic intervention in the affairs of men!  One man prayed, and it didn’t rain for a long time.  Today’s verse says that God hears the prayer of the righteous.  God certainly heard Elijah’s prayer.  You may think, however, that Elijah was a prophet and that he had a special prayer connection, but that wasn’t the case.  James wanted you to know that Elijah was just like you.  His prayers had power and were effective because he was a righteous man.


This should give you tremendous confidence when you pray.  God hears you!  Your words have power, so try not to pray for trivial things.  Stop praying only for things that affect you and yours and start praying big prayers.  For instance, choose one nation of the world and pray for that nation.  Lay your hands on the globe at the location of that nation.  Pray for the gospel to be released on all flesh there.


Or get the names of all the elected and appointed officials in your area.  Pray for them by name and intercede on their behalf.  You can also get your church directory and pray for those listed.  Pray for their prosperity and welfare.  The God of the universe is listening, so don’t pray trivial or small prayers.  You have the same power in you that Elijah had when he changed the course of history through prayer.  Your prayer power is like having a nuclear weapon.  Don’t use it to hunt rabbits; use it to change the world and destroy the works of the enemy.


Jesus told His followers, “If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer” (Matthew 21:22).  What a promise!  Don’t waste that promise on selfish or short‑sighted things.  Join with Elijah and pray powerful and effective prayers.  

October 16

“In his heart a man plans his course, 

but the Lord determines His steps.” -- 16:9.


As I walked out the door, I promised my four-year old son that I’d see him at his school program later that morning.  He had talked about that program for days, and was really looking forward to my being there.  As soon as I got to  work, however, I got involved in my day and forgot all about the program.  Later in the morning, my boss came in and asked me to take the van and run an errand, which I set out to do.


I encountered terrible traffic and used all the back roads and short-cuts I knew.  I was a little upset over how hard it was to get where I was going.  I made one final turn and suddenly there I was, in front of my son’s school!  I looked at my watch, and it was two minutes before his program was to start.  I parked the van and ran into his classroom only to have the teacher tell me how much my son had been talking about my being there.  I kept thanking God for His mercy in getting me there in spite of myself.


God reminded me that day just how dramatically He can determine my steps.  Without ever interfering with my free will, and in His power, He got me where I needed to go.  I planned my course, but He directed my steps.  That truth gives me great confidence when I pray.  Everything is not up to me.  God’s working with me.  He knows my frailty and is ready and willing to set the course of my steps.  Someone once told me to pray as if everything depends on God, and then work as if everything depends on me.  I can do that because I know God will direct me as I “move out” to do His will.  He’s for me and not against me.


The Apostle Paul knew this truth is his life and ministry.  He was constantly asking for prayer that doors of ministry would open.  At one point, “Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia” (Acts 16:6).  I don’t know how the Spirit prevented Paul from going to Asia, but He did.  


“When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to” (Acts 16:7).  Again Paul was planning his course, but the Lord continued to direct his steps.  Finally, 

During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them (Acts 16:9-10).  


Don’t be uptight if God seems to be resisting you.  Keep on praying, and then keep on moving.  A moving car is easier to steer than a parked one.  God has promised to direct your steps, but He never promised to direct your inactivity.  Pray and work, and the Lord will surely bless your efforts.

October 17

“A bribe is a charm to the one who gives it; 

wherever he turns, he succeeds.”  -- 17:8.


The line was long, the lights were out, and the language was strange.  In the midst of a power outage, I was working my way through the customs line in a South American airport.  I had brought quite a few boxes full of donations for the mission work there.  As I came before the inspection official, he asked me to open every box!  


The friend I was visiting later told me that the official had taken so long in hopes of receiving a bribe from me.  A bribe is a shortcut and is given to bring about a desired end.  The inspection official was willing to forego the time and trouble of looking through everything (a shortcut) to let me go through (the desired result).  When I didn’t offer anything, he proceeded to take his time.


Today’s verse tells you that a bribe brings favor, at least in the short run.  In the context of every day life, I’ve also tried to use a bribe.  Instead of travailing in prayer, I’ve tried everything else to make something respond.  I’ve tried to use my intelligence. At other times, I’ve redoubled my efforts to work harder.  I’ve preached harder, studied longer, and tried new techniques.  I’ve thrown a “bribe” -- money, expertise, people -- at a difficult situation and temporarily it may have improved.  But the effects of a bribe are short-lived, and I often find myself back in the same predicament.


Prevailing in prayer until God’s answer is given involves the investment of 
time. Any prayer answer worthy of prevailing prayer is worth all the time 
that you can invest in it.  It may involve time spent in prayer on repeated 
occasions as well as a priority on your heart, so that you return to his 
special petition whenever you have free time.  Persevering prayer takes 
time.*


There are no short cuts in the spiritual life.  Prayer is the key, but often I want to try anything else that can open the door.  


Jesus didn’t “bribe” His way through life; He prayed His way through.  He didn’t rely on His divinity to turn a difficult situation; He prayed.  “One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God.  When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them whom he also designated apostles” (Luke 6:12-13).  Jesus prayed all night before He chose the twelve.  Jesus lost sleep over prayer.  He didn’t do personality evaluations or interviews to choose the Twelve; He prayed.


Oh Lord, forgive me for my prayerlessness.  Forgive me for trying everything else except prevailing, time-consuming prayer.  I have been confident in my own abilities, and have tried to use them to bring success.  But true success comes only from You.  I ask that You fill my heart with the desire to pray.  Don’t let me give up, but empower me to persevere.  I want Your success and not my own.  Teach me to pray.  Amen.
*Wesley L. Duewel, Mighty Prevailing Prayer (Francis Asbury Press:  Grand Rapids, MI), page 158.

October 18

“From the fruit of his mouth a man’s stomach is filled; 

with the harvest from his lips he is satisfied.” -- 18:20.


It was cold and the snow from the night before was beautiful -- the perfect day for skiing.  My wife and I were chaperoning a church youth group in Colorado, and the morning activities were about to begin.  As I was boarding our bus, I was asked to go pray for a young lady who had been injured the day before.


I went to see her and sensed she was hurting in more ways than her injured back.  She had been recently widowed and was on the trip at the recommendation of her pastor.  She didn’t want to be there, and told me she had decided to come, but vowed not to meet or mingle with anyone new.  There she was, bed-ridden since she had arrived, and her vow had come true -- she had not met anyone!


That incident confirmed to me once again that words have power in them.  This young woman had uttered something in a moment of anguish.  She didn’t  set out to fall and hurt herself, but something was released when she spoke that commitment not to socialize.  Today’s verse says that you will eat what you say, so it’s wise to bring forth a good crop of words.


Jesus spoke of this truth in Matthew 21:  


Early in the morning, as he was on his way back to the city, he was 
hungry.  Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found nothing 
on it except leaves.  Then he said to it, ‘May you never bear fruit again!’  
Immediately the tree withered.  When the disciples saw this, they were 
amazed.  ‘How did the fig tree wither so quickly?’ they asked.  Jesus 
replied, ‘I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can 
you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, 
‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done (21:18-21).


It’s noteworthy that Jesus’ teaching on faith is set in the context of His looking for fruit on the tree.  Jesus is always looking for fruit, even in your prayer life.  He wants you to use the awesome power of your tongue to unleash a host of blessings.  He wants you to be aggressive in prayer and call forth things that are not as though they are.    


“You will pray to him, and he will hear you, and you will fulfill your vows.  What you decide on will be done, and light will shine on your ways” (Job 22:28).  You have a role in fulfilling your destiny.  You have the power to declare a thing in prayer and see it through to its end.  That’s both exciting and sobering; it makes prayer a serious matter, one worthy of your time and concern.  Get busy using your tongue for good, and eat an abundant harvest of answers to your prayers.

October 19

“He who gets wisdom loves his own soul; 

he who cherishes understanding prospers.” -- 19:8.


“One day Jesus was praying in a certain place.  When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples’” (Luke 11:1).  Jesus’ disciples saw Him praying and they wanted to pray as He did.  There’s something contagious about prayer.  If you’re like me, your desire to pray increases when you’re around others who pray.  When you hear the testimonies of answered prayer, you want to go home and pray.  The desire to pray, however, doesn’t automatically produce a rich prayer life.  The disciples were challenged by Jesus’ prayer life, but that challenge confronted their ignorance.  They asked Jesus to help them know how to pray.


Today’s verse tells you that if you get wisdom and understanding, you will prosper. If you apply this truth to prayer, your understanding of how to pray will bring you success.  So let’s examine what Jesus told His followers.

“But when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. . . .  When you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.  Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you” (Matthew 6:5-6).  


Find a place you can use regularly for prayer and set it aside as a “holy” place.  Then see prayer as something borne out of your relationship to your heavenly Father.  Don’t make it stiff and religious, using King James’ English.  Talk to your “dad” about what’s on your heart.  Don’t use your chances to pray in public as a time to show off your spirituality -- just use them as a time to address your Father in front of His other children.


“And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.  Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him” (Matthew 6:7-8).  Be confident when you pray.  You’re not trying to convince God to give you what you need.  You’re talking to the One who knows the secrets of your heart!  There’s no right formula to get God to do what you want.  You’re expressing your dependence on Him for all things, and you have His promise that He’s committed to your provision.  


If your children need milk, they ask you for milk.  They don’t ask and ask and beg and plead.  They know you love them and will provide.  God is the same.  As you mature in the Lord, let your prayer life mature with you.  Continue to learn how to effectively talk with God, and you’ll prosper and succeed through prayer.

October 20

“Who can say, ‘I have kept my heart pure; 

I am clean and without sin?” -- 20:9.


I was starving and we were only half way through a 40-day fast.  I was eating one meal a day, and I was dropping weight quickly.  My clothes were hanging on me, and my shoes were slipping off my feet.  Those were the least of my problems, however.  I was going through an intense time with the Lord and He was using that time to confront the true condition of my own heart.


I could not get away from Psalm 50 during that fast.

What right have you to recite my laws or take my covenant on your lips? You hate instruction and cast my words behind you. When you see a thief, you join with him; you throw in your lot with adulterers.  You use your mouth for evil and harness your tongue to deceit.  You speak continually against your brother and slander your own mother’s son.  These things you have done and I kept silent; you thought I was altogether like you.  But I will rebuke you and accuse you to your face (Psalm 50:16-21).  

These were strong words, but I needed them.


At that time, I had begun to trust my own righteousness.  I was confident in what I had learned about God.  My doctrine was correct, and I believed a blessing on my life because I had made the right decisions.  I was confident and a bit arrogant.  As I entered the fast, however, God began to show me my wretchedness.  I was reminded that my righteousness was as filthy rags before Him, and God was not impressed.


During that time, I also studied Luke 18.  

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable:  ‘Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood 
up and prayed about himself:  ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men -- robbers, evildoers, adulterers -- or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’  But the tax collector stood at a distance.  He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’  I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God.  For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted (verses 9-14).


Humility is the foundation upon which you can approach the Lord in prayer.  The blood of Jesus -- not your own righteousness or spirituality -- has paved the way into the presence of God.  Today’s verse asks who of us can claim that we are holy and right.  The answer, of course, is no one.  You have bold access to the throne of grace, but the access to that throne is through the name of Jesus.  Don’t be proud, and don’t be so humble that you never deliver your petitions to God.  Approach Him in an attitude of meekness and humility and God will hear you every time.  Approach like the Pharisee and God will turn a deaf ear to remind you of your true spiritual condition.  

October 21

“Better to live in a desert 

than with a quarrelsome and ill-tempered wife.”  -- 21:19.


As America went to war with Iraq, I marveled at the terrain of the land as I watched the newscasts.  There was endless desert with no vegetation or life.  The war had to be conducted in winter, for the heat of summer would have been oppressive.  As it was, the soldiers had to consume large quantities of water to be able to handle the conditions.  


As I watched, I thought of today’s verse.  The Spirit was (and is) saying that it is better for a man to live under those conditions than to live with a nasty wife.  That’s hard to imagine!  Enduring heat and all that goes with it are preferable to nagging and contention in the home.  Don’t get mad at me -- I didn’t write that verse.  I’ve done enough family counseling, however, to know that it’s true.  I also believe that the verse has a special meaning in the context of prayer.


The church is the bride of Christ.  It’s to be presented to Him without spot or wrinkle.  Too often, however, the church has been a belligerent and argumentative wife.  She’s gone about her business and has produced endless splits and doctrinal differences. The church has marketed and profited from the business of religion, but hasn’t given the world access to the Spirit of God.  Rather than “live” with this quarrelsome spouse, the Lord has abandoned her to spiritual dryness and lack of fruit.  God has lived up to the reality of today’s verse.


Jesus confronted this reality and acted out today’s verse.  


Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and 
selling there.  He overturned the tables of the money changers and the 
benches of those selling doves.  “It is written,” he said to them, ‘My house 
will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are making it a ‘den of robbers.’”  
The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them.  But 
when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things 
he did and the children shouting in the temple area, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David,” they were indignant (Matthew 21:12-15).


Jesus said that God’s house is to be a house of prayer, not commerce.  He drove out the businessmen; in essence He said that it would be better for no one to be here (a desert) than for the status quo to continue.  He then showed by example what the house of God should be -- a house of healing, prayer, and other spiritual activity.  The leaders became indignant.  


The church, God’s modern temple, should also be a house of prayer.  You and I should be producing the fruit of prayer, and helping to heal a hurting world.  Anything else we do should be secondary.  Let’s abandon our quarreling and business so we can pray in unity.  If we don’t, God would rather live in a desert than tolerate His contentious bride.

October 22

“A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, 

but the simple keep going and suffer for it.” -- 22:3.


When I came home, I knew something was up.  There were no lights on outside my house, and no one came to open the garage door to let me in.  I stumbled in the darkness and walked around to the front door, trying to find my keys.  My wife finally came to the door, and told me that she had quite a night.  Our son had gotten into some trouble, and she had to spend the evening sorting out the problem.


As we talked, she told me that the Lord had spoken to her three weeks earlier, warning her that this was going to happen.  She prayed and dismissed it, thinking that she was just being negative and overly concerned.  She now knew that what she heard had been the Lord, and she regretted not having taken more definite steps to head off this trouble.


I’m convinced that the Lord tries to warn when trouble looms.  My problem is that much of my prayer life is taken up with my requests, and too little is given over to listening and seeing “in the Spirit.”  Today’s verse tells me that a prudent man will see danger.  I don’t know how that will happen apart from a prayer life that moves from the seen to the unseen.  “So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18).


Elisha had a servant who was fretting over what was seen.  His prayer life was probably occupied with what was before him.  The king of Aram had surrounded the city where Elisha lived, trying to capture the prophet. 

When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city.  “Oh, my lord, what shall we do?” the servant asked.  “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered.  “Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”  Elisha prayed, “O Lord, open his eyes so he may see.”  Then the Lord opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha (2 Kings 6:15-17).


Elisha had learned to see and operate according to the unseen.  According to today’s verse, he was a prudent man.  He had learned, probably through prayer, to see the unseen.  He took refuge in the Lord when the danger came, and was unmoved.  That’s how I want to be.


Learn to use your prayer life to get God’s perspective.  My wife and I are praying to get God’s perspective for our children.  There are some things we see that we don’t understand, but we want to see the unseen.  That has brought us to our knees and God is helping us.  He will help you, too, but you must cooperate and accept His perspective no matter how hard what you can see presses in on you.  Ask God to open your eyes, and you will see the help that surrounds you everywhere you go.

October 23

“Do not join those who drink too much wine 

or gorge themselves on meat.” -- 23:20.


I’ve often wondered if there is such a thing as spiritual gluttony.  I’ve seen and counseled so many who are consumed with self.  Everything they do and say has them at the center.  They’ve gotten a lot of spiritual attention and food, and the more they get, the more they want.


Paul encountered believers just like that.  He wrote to the church at Philippi, 


Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those 
who live according to the pattern we gave you.  For, as I have often told 
you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the 
cross of Christ.  Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, 
and their glory is in their shame.  Their mind is on earthly things
(Philippians 
3:17-19).


The cross of Christ dealt with the problem of self.  Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23).  The cross must also be applied in our prayer life; otherwise we can pray selfish and carnal prayers.


I’ve worked over the years to reduce the number of “my’s” and “I’s” in my prayer time.   I still make my needs known to God.  But I’ve incorporated other prayer requests that don’t benefit me in the slightest.  I’ve tried to sense what’s important to the Lord, and pray those things as well.  


The church isn’t to be a “bless me” club, made up of those who are trying to grab all the spiritual goodies possible.  In the history of the church, those who gave themselves to the deepest prayer life were also the most active in ministry to the poor and downtrodden.  They came out of the presence of God ready to minister and give away what they received.  They saw the burden of God as they prayed, and knew that “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).


James, the brother of our Lord, had a tremendous burden for social justice.  He wrote, 

What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds?  Can such faith save him?  Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to  him, ‘Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead (James 2:14-17).


Prayer isn’t just for your own needs, but also to sensitize you to the needs -- and your role in meeting those needs -- of your brothers.  Pray with an eye toward action, or you risk the danger of becoming a spiritual glutton.  Give away some of your “food,” and your prayer life will take on new life and meaning.

October 24

“Rescue those being led away to death; 

hold back those staggering toward slaughter.” -- 24:11.


Over the years, I’ve watched the “gloom and doom” prophets condemn the wicked. The world is going to hell (which it is) and all must “turn or burn.”  While I agree with the message, I have seen little weeping over the condition of the lost.  It almost appears that the church has enjoyed its superior position.  My own problem in regard to the lost has been apathy -- I’m too busy to get involved.


The Lord told Ezekiel, “I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found none.  So I will pour out my wrath on them” (Ezekiel 22:30-31).  It is written in Isaiah, “The Lord looked and was displeased that there was no justice.  He saw that there was no one, he was appalled that there was no one to intervene; so his own arm worked salvation for him” (Isaiah 59:15-16).


The judgment of God is real, but He doesn’t rejoice that any will be lost.  Moses was confronted with this dilemma.  “’I have seen these people,’ the Lord said to Moses, ‘and they are a stiff-necked people.  Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them.  Then I will make you into a great nation” (Exodus 32:9-10). Moses didn’t rejoice in that message, even though the people had been a burden to him.


Moses asked the Lord to relent.  He stood in the gap for the people and begged God for mercy:  “Then the Lord relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened” (Exodus 32:14).  The psalmist tells us, “So he said he would destroy them -- had not Moses, his chosen one, stood in the breach before him to keep his wrath from destroying them” (Psalm 106:23).


Part of the prayer ministry of the church is to stand in the gap.  We’re to be like Moses and ask God for mercy, not judgment.  God loves the world, but He will judge it in time.  But He longs to have mercy, and marvels that we, who have received His mercy, are not quick to share it -- and pray for it -- with others.  God is not mad at the world.  He loves it so much that He gave His Son so that no one would perish.


Today’s verse urges you to stand in the gap.  Ask the Lord for a new burden for the lost.  Repent if you’ve been like Jonah, wanting to see the world perish.  God had mercy on you; now ask Him to have mercy on others.  Help save those who are staggering off to death.  Pray for them today and stand in the gap.  God will be pleased as you do what Moses and Jesus did in their roles as priests.

October 25

“Like the coolness of snow at harvest time is a trustworthy messenger to those who send him; he refreshes the spirit of his masters.” -- 25:13.


I was exhausted, and the mile markers seemed to pass by slowly as I drove the truck northbound.  But I was praising God, for He had just used me to save a family member from a desperate situation.  I felt like that entire weekend had been a mission for God.  I still rejoice that I was available then for Him to use, and I don’t know any finer feeling than being used by God in a tough situation.


Today’s verse tells you that a trustworthy messenger refreshes the one who sends him.  I’d like to think I “refreshed” God when He used me then.  I was an available messenger, went in His name and power, and accomplished the mission.  I felt His pleasure when it was all over.


Prayer is making yourself available to God.  It’s surrendering to Him, so that He can reveal His will.  He may direct you to call, write, visit, intercede, or encourage.  As you come into His presence to hear His will, you’ll discover how to carry it out.  As you do, you’ll please Him by your obedience.  What a wonderful opportunity to bless the God who has blessed you.


Ananias was a man we know little about.  He appeared as part of Saul’s salvation experience.  

In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias.  The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!”  “Yes, Lord,” he answered.  The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying.  In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight” (Acts 9:10-12). 


 Ananias was concerned for he knew Saul was a persecutor of the church.  But the Lord reassured him, and he went as a faithful messenger to restore Saul’s sight.


That is the essence of availability in prayer.  Little did Ananias know what he was doing, or how Saul would be used of God.  Ananias was just a faithful messenger, doing what God revealed for him to do.  He refreshed the heart of God that day and changed the course of history -- all because he was committed to be a faithful messenger.


You can do the same thing.  Make yourself available to God, asking Him to use you.  Tell Him you will go wherever He wants you, and believe that He will show you.  The job you do may change the course of history!  Determine to be a faithful messenger and bless your God through your obedience.

October 26

“The sluggard buries his hand in the dish; 

he is too lazy to bring it back to his mouth.” -- 26:15.


The Bible is direct and to the point.  If you’re lazy, you’re called a sluggard.  You’re not called unmotivated, unfocused, or a procrastinator.  God’s answers are not complex, even if the problem is.  Laziness is an enemy of your prayer life.  “Many prayers are granted by God but given up by the ones praying because they stopped praying before the answer arrived.  Undelivered prayers help no one.  Without the dynamic of persistence much prayer remains unanswered.”*


Consider Daniel, who fasted and prayed for three weeks.  Daniel wasn’t a sluggard when it came to prayer but was motivated and diligent.  The angel Gabriel appeared to him and said, 

“Do not be afraid, Daniel.  Since the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to them.  But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days.  Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was detained there with the king of Persia.  Now I have come . . .” (Daniel 10:12-14).


God heard Daniel on the first day.  It took three weeks, however, for Gabriel to overcome the spiritual opposition that came against him.  If Daniel had been a sluggard -- if he would have put his hand into the dish but not completed the process of eating -- the answer might never have come.  Today’s verse encourages you to follow through with what you have begun.  In the context of prayer, that is critical.


Wesley Duewel lists several reasons why you need to give God time to answer your prayer:

1. Sometimes demonic resistance delays God’s answer until you and 
heaven prevail.

2. Sometimes it takes time for separate parts of complex situations to fit together.

3. Sometimes it takes time for God to coordinate circumstances to bring pressure on a person until that one becomes willing to do what God wants him or her to do.*


With this in mind, have you abandoned some prayer project?  Is there a person you were praying for whom you gave up on?  Is there some situation -- family, business, or church -- that didn’t seem to yield to prayer and consequently you abandoned the fight? Today’s verse encourages you to complete what you started.  Don’t grow sluggish, but be fervent in your prayers.  Be like Daniel and persevere until the breakthrough comes.  It will come, if you don’t surrender to discouragement or laziness.

*Wesley Duewel, Mighty Prevailing Prayer (Grand Rapids:  Francis Asbury Press), page 150.

October 27

“Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, 

give careful attention to your herds.” -- 27:23.


I’ve seen it in the counseling room again and again.  Someone is experiencing lack and it has created pressure on them and their family.  When I inquire about their prayer life and how they are praying about this problem, they are usually meek and passive.  They believe that asking for provision aggressively -- money, cars, homes, equipment -- is somehow selfish and unspiritual.  Granted it can be abused, but the Lord wants you to ask without shame or condemnation for the things you need.  That isn’t selfishness; it’s just common sense.


Today’s verse encourages you to pay attention to your “flocks and herds.”  Those herds represented the shepherd’s livelihood.  They were his source for food and clothing. The income from their sale gave him the other necessities of life.  He wasn’t told to ignore them; he was told to watch them carefully.  Even Jesus taught His disciples to pray, “Give us today our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11).  If God did not want you to ask Him for your needs, why did Jesus include that petition?


Jack Hayford wrote: 


God is concerned for daily detail, and we should ask about it. The most 
important thing about this is not the discovery that we can ask for God’s 
help in the mundane matters of our personal lives.  The most important 
thing is that we are told to.  The message is plain.  We must ask about day-
to-day matters as well as large essential matters.  Back-to-back with prayer 
that the Almighty’s will be worked on earth, we should not overlook the 
simplest matters of life.


By God’s grace we come to realize that the work of our own hands 
provides nothing. Not that God has appointed us to laziness, but ‘God helps 
those who help themselves’ isn’t in the Bible.  ‘Ask for your day to day 
need’ is.  And full understanding in prayer leads us to consult the Father 
about the smallest matters in life . . . which, in fact, inevitably become the 
largest if neglected in prayer.*


Someone once said, “The smallest matters often become the largest if neglected in prayer.”  How true that is.  Don’t neglect the practical needs you have.  Having bold access to the throne of grace, come before your God boldly and ask for your needs.  He is not too busy, nor is He bored with your requests.  You are His joy, not His burden, so don’t feel guilty that you have needs.  God created you with those needs, and He fully expects to meet them for you.  Jesus reminded His followers of this provision:

“Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not much more valuable than they?  Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?” (Matthew 6:26-27).


You are more valuable to God than all of creation.  Ask Him for your needs and allow Him the joy of a Father in providing for His beloved child.

*Jack Hayford, Prayer is Invading the Impossible (Plainfield, NJ:  Logos International), pages 101-102.

October 28

“The wicked man flees though no one pursues, 

but the righteous are as bold as a lion.” -- 28:1.


I had been traveling and had not seen my children much in several days.  I went into my five-year old daughter’s bedroom to kiss her good night and pray for her.  As I entered, I detected the smell of peppermint in the air.  My first thought was that her toothpaste must be pretty strong.  As I approached her bed, she had that guilty look on her face that told me, “I’ve done something wrong.”


Upon closer examination, I found a candy cane under her pillow.  I had not come in with the purpose of catching her in the wrong, but the guilty flee when no one pursues.  She was guilty and could not receive my loving visit.  There was a barrier between her and me, and it was caused by her guilt and disobedience.


The same can happen in prayer.  You can have such a sense of guilt and unworthiness that it affects your prayer life.  I’ve heard people tell the Lord over and over again how sinful they are, and unworthy of His blessings.  It has become a ritual, a sort of spiritual superstition for them to begin their prayer time in this manner.  Or they apologize for asking God for anything, bringing a sense of guilt and condemnation into the presence of God.


We must shake off any of these tendencies!  We have no reason to be guilty in the sight of God.  Paul wrote, 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them (2 Corinthians 5:17-19). 

God doesn’t hold your sins against you, so you can face God without guilt!


“In Whom, because of our faith in Him, we dare to have the boldness (courage and confidence) of free access -- an unreserved approach to God with freedom and without fear” (Ephesians 3:12 AMP).  You have bold access to God.  Because you do, “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need” (Hebrews 4:16).


You are “the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).  Act like it when you pray by being bold and adventurous.  Don’t use your time to recite your weaknesses and failures.  God is aware of them all, and some that you don’t even know about.  That’s not the basis upon which He accepts you.  You’re accepted before Him in Christ, who is your righteousness. Christ was perfect, and based on His perfection, you can pray boldly to God.


Don’t be timid in prayer.  Find the help you need by crying out to God.  He longs to hear from you and help because He cares for you.


October 29

“When the wicked thrive, so does sin, 

but the righteous will see their downfall.” -- 29:16.


There’s a tendency that I often notice in believers.  Some behave like a person can’t pray when they are in trouble because they didn’t pray before the trouble came.  It’s like a drowning man who rejects a life jacket because he wasn’t wearing one before he fell into the water.  It makes no difference what happened before the disaster came or who was to blame.  There’s always time to pray, and God hears the cry of the distressed.


James instructed, “Is any one of you in trouble?  He should pray” (James 5:13).  Peter was in trouble in Acts 12.  King Herod had James, the brother of John, killed.  He saw that James’ death pleased the Jews, so he seized Peter also, and put him in jail.  “Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover” (Acts 12:4).  


In this passage, we see part of what today’s verse describes.  The wicked were thriving and had the upper hand, and it looked bleak for the church.  “So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him” (12:5).  The church began to pray, and I believe Peter prayed as well.  If the man who arrested you had just killed your ministry associate, you would certainly pray, too.


The good news is that the latter part of today’s verse also came to pass.  

The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance.  Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell.  He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrist (Acts 12:6-7).


Peter walked out of jail and went to the place where the church was praying.  When he arrived, they didn’t believe it was him!  The servant girl announced that Peter was at the door, and they responded, “You are out of your mind!” (12:15).  


Prayer works!  And prayer spoken when you are in trouble, regardless of what got you in trouble, also works.  Psalm 18:6 says, “In my distress I called to the Lord; I cried to my God for help.  From his temple he heard my voice.”  Psalm 50:15 states, “Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me.”  And Psalm 118:5 reports, “In my anguish I cried to the Lord, and he answered by setting me free.”


If you’re in distress, call out to God.  If the wicked have increased and you are trapped, call on Him.  If you’ve been lax in prayer, don’t let that keep you from praying now.  It’s never too late.  Prayer works.  It’s powerful.  Avail yourself of it today, and stand and see God work on your behalf.  And don’t let your past prayer failure stand in the way of coming before God today.


October 30

“I have not learned wisdom, nor have I knowledge of the Holy One.” -- 30:3.


Another excuse that you may offer for an inadequate prayer life is your lack of spirituality or knowledge.  Today’s verse quotes from the sayings of Agur son of Jakeh.  I don’t know who this man was or what he did for a living.  He started out with a rather negative perspective on his own spirituality stating that he didn’t have wisdom or knowledge.  


I’ve had people tell me that their prayer life is insignificant.  The real prayer power, they say, rests with those who are more spiritual -- their pastor or some other believer.  Like Agur, they say that they don’t feel very spiritual or God isn’t interested in what they have to say.


There’s a fascinating story in 2 Chronicles 33 about a king of Judah named Manasseh.  


Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in 
Jerusalem fifty-five years.  He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, following 
the detestable practices of the nations the Lord had driven out before the 
Israelites.  He rebuilt the high places . . . he also erected altars to the Baals 
and made Asher poles.  He bowed down to all the starry hosts and 
worshiped them.  He built altars in the temple of the Lord. . . .  He did much evil in the eyes of the Lord, provoking him to anger” (2 Chronicles 33:1-6). 


In summary, Manasseh was an evil man.  Like Agur in today’s verse, he didn’t have wisdom or knowledge.  So the Lord dealt with Manasseh.  

The Lord spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no attention.  So the Lord brought against them the army commanders of the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh prisoner, put a hook in his nose, bound him with bronze shackles and took him to Babylon (33:10-11).  


Manasseh was in trouble and deserved all that he got and more.  He had rejected God, and the Lord had rejected him.  But an interesting thing took place after that.

In his distress he [Manasseh] sought the favor of the Lord his God and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers. And when he prayed to him, the Lord was moved by his entreaty and listened to his plea; so he brought him back to Jerusalem and to his kingdom.  Then Manasseh knew that the Lord is God (33:12-13).


God heard this evil, wicked king when he prayed.  This man had made a shambles of his life, yet the Lord heard and restored him.  What a testimony to God’s mercy and grace.  Your prayer life is a testimony to the same.  God could ignore you and turn a deaf ear, but He doesn’t.  If He listened to Manasseh, how much more will He listen to you!


You can pray no matter what you’ve done.  You can pray no matter how “ignorant” you are of God and His ways.  Just begin to pray in your own words and from right where you are.  Your God, who is compassionate and merciful, will hear and answer. Remember Manasseh and then humble yourself and pray.  God will not turn a deaf ear.

October 31

“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, 

for the rights of all who are destitute.” -- 31:8.


What does Jesus do at the right hand of the Father?  Has that question ever crossed your mind?  I wonder if He just sits there and watches the affairs of the world, kind of like watching a baseball game.  Or does He talk with the Father?  Or is “at his right hand” just a figure of speech?


I do know one thing that Jesus does, and that is pray.  Hebrews 7:25 says, “He is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.”  No matter what else Jesus does, He prays.  More specifically, He prays for His own.  Today’s verse is a command to the king to speak up for those who cannot.  Jesus fulfills this kingly role, for He prays and intercedes.  


I have already admitted that prayer has sometimes been a low priority for me.  When faced with so many things that I can do, I have often chosen to do everything but pray.  When I have two hours and five things to do, I will all too often neglect prayer because I can do other things that seem to bring immediate results.  I can mark two phone calls and one report off my to-do list and that makes me feel like I’ve accomplished something.  Prayer gets things done in the invisible realm, and that’s why I put it off.


I don’t know all that Jesus does now, but I know He prays.  He went through all that He did here to ascend to the Father so He can pray.  If it’s important enough for Jesus to give Himself to prayer, should you and I not do the same?  Should I not be “speaking up” for those who can’t?  Is not my time well spent when I spend it crying out to God on behalf of others?  


Paul wrote to “pray continually” (1 Thessalonians 5:17).  I can’t pray 24 hours a day, but I can be ready to pray at all times.  I can pray instead of watching television, writing a letter, or going to a sporting event.  I can be ready to pray when someone’s name comes to my mind.  I can see prayer to be done not when everything else is finished, but a high priority in the heart of God as evidenced by Jesus’ active prayer life today.


Dear Lord, thank You that You allow me to share in the precious activity of prayer. Forgive me for my lack of diligence. I have missed many opportunities as I have been wrapped up in my own busy-ness and activity. Teach me to pray. Give me the desire to pray. Guide me when I pray. Open my eyes to see all that can be done through prayer. Help me to speak up in prayer for those who cannot speak for themselves, that they too may come to know You and the joys of communicating with a loving Lord and Father.  Amen and amen.




Dr. John W. Stanko


